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Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Introduction 
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, 
that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the 
sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one 
another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
                                                                                            

The Gathering 
 Welcome & Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness      pg. 94 

Gathering Hymn  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  #385 
 
Greeting and Kyrie       pg. 138 
            
Prayer of the Day                                                      
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
 

We Pray: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into 

your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us 
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one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                               Acts 4:5-12 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the 
news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy 
Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what 
power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let 
it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm         Psalm 23 (in unison) 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
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 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Second Reading       1 John 3:16-24  

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very 
love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. 
In sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 
God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation            pg.142  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke  
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Holy Gospel                                                                          John 10:11-18 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd 
who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death 
for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
                           
Hymn of the Day   “The King of Love My Shepard Is”  #502 
 

Apostle’s Creed       pg. 105 
 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father 
neighbors all are we. 
Let me walk with my neighbor 
In perfect harmony. 
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Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
With peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
And let it begin with me.                                                                                                       

L: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
  

Prayers of the People 
 L: Lord in your mercy 

 C: Hear our prayer 

 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                     #752 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power, send us grace.”   

The Great Thanksgiving                           pg. 144 

The Lord’s  Prayer                                              pg. 145 

Benediction     “Amen, Amen, A-men”   Sung response 

Sending Hymn  “Savior Like A Shepard Lead Us”  #789 

Dismissal 

L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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L: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Prayer Concerns at  

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:   

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan Magstadt 
  Kristin Johnson         

James Hauter  (Lynn Johnson’s Father) 
Arlyne Magstad 

Shirley Kitzan 
Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy 

Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister) 

Steve and Kayla Olson and son Luke 
Ruby Perhus 
Jacque Kitzan 

April Frye 
Family of Brooke Hargrove 

Duane, Kim, and Shawn Sattler 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 


