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Sunday, March 14, 2021 
Fourth Sunday in Lent  

Introduction 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the 
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s 
gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who 
look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross 
becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for 
hope when we are dying.   
                                                                                            

The Gathering 
 Welcome & Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness        pg.94 

Gathering Hymn  “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”    #779 
 
Greeting and Kyrie                  pg.138 
 
Prayer of the Day                                                      
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Richardton 

President:  Greg  Johnson       974-3497                                                                                                           

Treasurer:  Carmen Bohn      974-3925                             

Organist: Sandy Weisenberger 
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We Pray: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all 

our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                             Numbers 21:4-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes 
them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze 
serpent lifted up on a pole. 

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 
a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm         Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 

 3gathering them in from the lands; 
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  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 

 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

  through their sins they were afflicted. 

 18They loathed all manner of food 

  and drew near to death’s door. 

 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 

  and you delivered them from their distress.  

 20You sent forth your word and healed them 

  and rescued them from the grave. 

 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works for all people. 

 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  

Second Reading       Ephesians 2:1-10  

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in 
Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good 
works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
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C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation            pg.142  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to John 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

Holy Gospel                                                                          John 3:14-21 
To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the 
scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the 
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on 
the cross. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

L: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
                           
Hymn of the Day   “What Wondrous Love is This”    #666 
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Apostle’s Creed   *Inside Front Cover* 
 
L: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be. 
With God as our Father 
neighbors all are we. 
Let me walk with my neighbor 
In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow. 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
With peace eternally. 
Let there be peace on earth, 
And let it begin with me.                                                                                                                                             

Prayers of the People 
 L: Lord in your mercy 

 C: Hear our prayer 

 

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                     #752 
  Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  

send us love, send us power, send us grace.”   
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The Great Thanksgiving                           pg. 144 

Holy, Holy, Holy                          pg. 144 

The Lord’s  Prayer                                              pg. 145 

Benediction     “Amen, Amen, A-men”   Sung response 

Sending Hymn   “Lead Me, Guide Me”     #768 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer Concerns at  

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:   

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan Magstadt 
  Kristin Johnson         

James Hauter  (Lynn Johnson’s Father) 
Wellde Heinle- Recurrence of cancer  

Arlyne Magstad 
Shirley Kitzan 

Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy 

Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister) 

Holly (Cancer) 
Pam (Cancer) 

Family of Gaite Gebhardt 
Steve and Kayla Olson and son Luke 

Ruby Perhus 
Jacque Kitzan 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mid Week Lenten Service at Peace Lutheran this Week 

Join us for the mid week Lenten service at Peace Lutheran Church in Dickinson.  

Worship begins at 7:00 pm.  We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer order of 

service.  The theme for the service is Smelling Hope.  The scripture for the night is from 

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 and John 12:1-8.  Our item for the week for the LWR Health Kit is 

combs. 

Oyster Stew Supper March 21st 

Join the Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church Men of New England for their Oyster Stew 

Supper on Sunday March 21 from 4:00 -6:00 pm.  Takeout orders only, curbside and 

parking lot delivery serving oyster stew and oyster crackers - $12.00 / Quart.  Call 579-

4424 or 290-8733 (if busy call back, please do not leave a message).  Proceeds fund 

youth activities and camperships to Badlands Ministries. 

Lent 2021 Worship Schedule and Locations 

Join us for worship on the Wednesday nights of Lent.  Each service will start at 7:00 pm.  

There will be no meal served before the services this year. 

3-17-21 Peace Lutheran 7 pm 

3-24-21 St. John’s Richardton 7 pm 

Our Lenten Focus:  A Season of Hope and Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

This Lent, we’re putting God’s love in action by making Lutheran World Relief Personal 

Care Kits.  By assembling LWR Personal Care Kits, we help share God’s love, and create a 

Season of Hope for our neighbors around the world.     

Each Personal Care Kit created during Lent must include the following items: 

• ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color 
recommended 
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• TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original 
wrapping  

• ONE adult-size toothbrush in original packaging  
• ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging  
• ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging  

*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a 

business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap. 

For more information, visit lwr.org/kits  
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