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Sunday, March 21, 2021 
Fifth Sunday in Lent  

Introduction 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant 
that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise 
fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our 
baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and 
truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and 
leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the world.  
                                                                            

The Gathering 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
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The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
                                 

Gathering Hymn        “Lift High the Cross”    #660 
          
Prayer of the Day                                                     
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
 

We Pray: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 

our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 

death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                             Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a 
new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will 
write it on their hearts. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this 
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
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L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm         Psalm 51:1-12 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 
Second Reading       Hebrews 5:5-10  

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how 
Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our 
eternal salvation. 
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5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him, 
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 
he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation            pg.142  
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to John  
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

Holy Gospel                                                                          John 12:20-33 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ 
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise 
of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 
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  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 
 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon    
                                          
Hymn of the Day       “Now the Green Blade Rises”   #379 
 

Apostles Creed             pg. 105 
 
Prayers of the People 
L: Lord in Your Mercy, 
  C: Hear our prayer.   

 

The Great Thanksgiving                           pg. 144 

Holy, Holy, Holy                          pg. 144 

The Lord’s  Prayer                                              pg. 145 

Communion Distribution 

The Sending 

Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
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God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn     “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”  #772  

Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church 

For the week of March 21, 2021 

Visitors please sign the guest book at the entrance of the church as you leave and 

please do come again. Everyone is invited to stay for coffee following the worship 

service. 

Prayer Concerns at Peace Lutheran Church 

FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH: 

Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin) 

Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law) 

Navah DenHerder 

Ervin & Florence Heidecker 

Eric Sellers (Cancer) 

Tammy McReynolds (Terry Halversons Sister) 

Matt Ellerkamp (Brain Tumor Treatment) 

Lea Madler (Lung Cancer) 

Bonnie Heidecker (Throat Cancer) 

Holly (Cancer) 

Sharon Meissel (cancer) 

Jackson Portra & his Parents Jared & Mandy Portra 

Carli Ystaas 
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COMMUNITY PRAYERS: 

All those serving in the military & their families.  Our partner congregations: St. John’s 
Lutheran in Richardton & St. John’s Episcopal of Dickinson partnering ministries: 

Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries, the Ministries in the Central African 
Republic. 

 

Faith Formation Takes a Break for Lent 

Families and youth are invited to attend our Mid-Week Lenten Services (see the 

schedule below) but there will be no faith formation following these worship services.  

We take a break from class during the season of Lent.  Faith formation will resume on 

Wednesday, April 7th when we pack up the items collected for Lutheran World Relief 

Personal Care Kits. 

Lent 2021 Worship Schedule and Locations 

Join us for worship on the Wednesday nights of Lent.  Each service will start at 7:00 pm.  

There will be no meal served before the services this year. 

3-24-21 St. John’s Richardton 7 pm 

Our Lenten Focus:  A Season of Hope and Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 

This Lent, we’re putting God’s love in action by making Lutheran World Relief Personal 

Care Kits.  By assembling LWR Personal Care Kits, we help share God’s love, and create a 

Season of Hope for our neighbors around the world.    The loss and uncertainty of 

COVID-19 hit our poorest neighbors around the world even harder.  And we ourselves 

are restless after a year of wandering in the wilderness of pandemic.  This Lent we can 

be the hands and feet of Christ for our siblings in greatest need.  By creating Personal 

Care Kits for LWR, millions of hurting people will be reached. 

Personal Care Kits for LWR 

Each Personal Care Kit created during Lent must include the following items: 
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• ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color 
recommended 

• TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original 
wrapping  

• ONE adult-size toothbrush in original packaging  
• ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging ONE metal nail clippers (attached file 

optional), remove packaging 

*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-

size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap. For more information, visit lwr.org/kits  

Personal Care Kits Collection Schedule: 

Week 1 (February 21-27) – Bars of Soap 

Week 2 (February 28-March 6) – Bath Towels 

Week 3 (March 7-13) – Toothbrushes 

Week 4 (March 14-20) – Combs 

Week 5 (March 21-27) – Nail Clippers 

You can bring your donated items to the Sunday service or the Wednesday service at 

either church.  All donated items will be assembled and packaged by the Wednesday 

Night Worship group at Peace Lutheran on Wednesday, April 7th.  

The Pickle Jar at Peace Lutheran will be set out during Lent for special offerings to buy 

personal care kit items and to pay for shipping. 

Caring Hands Reminder 

Perhaps you have noticed the Caring Hands List printed in the church newsletter.  This list 

provides a way for our church members to take a more active role in helping with the needs at 

Peace Lutheran.  On the months in which your name appears, we ask that you volunteer for 

some of the jobs that need to be filled at the church, for example reading in church, greeting, 

serving coffee, mowing the church lawn, and so on.  Once again, we will provide a sign up list at 

the church.  When it is your month, you can volunteer to fill a need on the list.   
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If you are not assigned to one of the Caring Hands lists, please let Pastor Mike know.  We will 

then add you to one of the groups. 

Concert announcement 

103.7 The Connection presents "An Evening with I Am They" on Saturday, May 1 at 7 pm 
at Trinity High School Auditorium. Tickets are on sale now. 
Visit www.1037theconnection.com or call the station at 483-1037 for more information 
or to buy tickets. 

Volunteers needed for the I Am They concert on May 1. Help is needed in various areas, 
including load-in/out, ushers, merch table, Child Fund table, ticket takers and more. If 
you are interested, call the station at 483-1037 or go online to 
https://signup.com/go/puOashk. 

First Communion Class Offered at Peace Lutheran 

A first communion instruction class will be held on Wednesday March 31st at Peace Lutheran.  

The time for the class has not yet been set.   

First Communion is available for all who feel they are ready to receive it.  That decision is made 

mostly between parent and child.    Thursday April 1st Peace Lutheran will host the Maundy 

Thursday worship service for the parish.  Anyone wishing to receive their First Holy Communion 

can receive it at that service.  Please call, text, or email Pastor Mike if you have any questions. 

(701-681-1306 or pastormikepretzer@gmail.com) 

Oyster Stew Supper March 21st 

Join the Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church Men of New England for their Oyster Stew Supper on 

Sunday March 21 from 4:00 -6:00 pm.  Takeout orders only, curbside and parking lot delivery 

serving oyster stew and oyster crackers - $12.00 / Quart.  Call 579-4424 or 290-8733 (if busy call 

back, please do not leave a message).  Proceeds fund youth activities and camperships to 

Badlands Ministries. 

 

 

 

http://www.1037theconnection.com/
https://signup.com/go/puOashk
mailto:pastormikepretzer@gmail.com
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Peace Lutheran 
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 
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701-483-1550 

peacelutheran@ndsupernet.com 
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