PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 10, 2021
Pastor Mike Pretzer
1

Sunday, January 10, 2021
Baptism of Our Lord
Introduction
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting
us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and
peace.

The Gathering
Welcome & Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
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Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

#800

Prayer of the Day
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
We Pray: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the

waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow
after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise

“Beautiful Savior”

#838

The Word
First Reading
Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.
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1In

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm
1Ascribe

Psalm 29

to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
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Second Reading

Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes
them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
1While

Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand to welcome the Gospel
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel
Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4John

the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie
the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
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and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you , O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn Of The Day

“Borning Cry”

Statement of Faith
We believe —
that we are the light of the world,
that we should let our light shine before others,
that our love should be genuine,
that we should hate what is evil,
that we should love what is good,
that we should be guided by the Spirit,
that we should not be conceited or envy one another,
that we should clothe ourselves with virtue and
that we are called to live godly lives.
We believe in God the Father who calls us;
we believe in God the Son who died for us; and
we believe in God the Holy Spirit who empowers us. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(Sung)
The Sending

Blessing
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen.
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#732

Sending Hymn

“Baptized and Set Free”

#453

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church
For the week of January 10, 2021
Prayer Concerns at Peace Lutheran Church
FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Navah DenHerder
Ervin & Florence Heidecker
Eric Sellers (Cancer)
Tammy McReynolds (Terry Halversons Sister)
Matt Ellerkamp (Brain Tumor Treatment)
Lea Madler (Lung Cancer)
Bonnie Heidecker (Throat Cancer)
Beth Fugle (Candy H. Sister- Cancer)
Holly (Cancer)
Sharon Meissel (cancer)
Jackson Portra & his Parents Jared & Mandy Portra
Craig Lange
Elaine Hubert (Cancer)
Karli Ystaas

COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
All those serving in the military & their families. Our partner congregations: St. John’s
Lutheran in Richardton & St. John’s Episcopal of Dickinson partnering ministries: Lutheran
Social Services, Badlands Ministries, the Ministries in the Central African Republic.
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Announcements
Annual Meeting Notice
Peace Lutheran Church will have its annual meeting on Sunday, January 17th, 2021
following the 10:00 am worship service. There will not be a potluck meal following the
meeting. In order to ensure a quorum, a zoom connection will be provided for church
members to attend. A link to the meeting will be sent through the weekly constant
contact bulletin through email.
Peace Lutheran Church Council Meeting January 12 th
Peace Lutheran’s church council will meet on Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm. We
will be doing our final prep for the annual meeting on January 17th.
Wednesday Night Worship and Faith Formation has Begun!
Join us this Wednesday, January 13th at 6:30pm for worship with Faith Formation to
follow.
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Peace Lutheran Church Council
Pastor Mike Pretzer 701-681-1306
Bev Holdahl 605-321-9475
Jessica Bertelsen 701-590-1126
Derek Jilek 701-290-5362
Tammy Sadowsky 701-290-5360
Travis Kupper 701-226-9226
Marilyn Huschka 701-483-0905
Jeff Anderson 701-483-8495
Kim Jones 701-225-4426
Heather Fagerberg 701-300-0374
Lola Huscka 701-483-7662

