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Thursday, December 24, 2020
Nativity of Our Lord I: Christmas Eve
Introduction
On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Isaiah
announces that the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul
reminds us that the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. In the familiar
account of Christ’s birth, the evening sky is bright with the heavenly host singing, “Glory
to God in the highest.” Amid our broken world we proclaim that the Prince of peace is
born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in Christ’s body and blood—so that
we may be bearers of divine light to all the world.

Call to Worship
L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!
C:He is the Light no darkness can overcome.
L: At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation.
C:With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven.”
L: In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.
C:With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard.

Gathering Hymn-- “O Come, All Ye Faithful #283
Oh, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the king of angels:
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
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The Highest, most holy,
Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin,
A mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing!
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Greeting:
L: The Grace and loving kindness of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of
the Virgin Mary, be with you all,
C: and also with you.

Welcome & Lighting of the Christ Candle
Hymn of Praise-- Angels We Have Heard On High #289
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing over the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Prayer of the Day
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L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
We Pray: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the
last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Word
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a
royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this!
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people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
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Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity.
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of
our Savior’s final appearance.
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grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Christmas Gospel: Luke 2:1-7
Hymn-- O Little Town of Bethlehem #279
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
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The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Christmas Gospel: Luke 2:8-14
Hymn-- The First Noel #300
The first Noel the angel did say,
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain:
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
Born is the King of Israel.

Christmas Gospel: Luke 2:15-20
Hymn – What Child is This #296
What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Sermon
Hymn – Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

#276

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
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Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tiding bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Prayers of the People
L: Glory to God in the highest,
C: and peace to God’s people on earth.
L: Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
L: Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.
C: Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.
L: Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.
C: Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or
homeless.
L: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.
L: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to
all the world.

The Lord’s Prayer
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Lighting of the candles *Please keep lit candles upright and tilt candles for lighting.
*Do not hold too close to your mask.

Hymn – Silent Night #281
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Blessing
God the Creator who delights in you,
Jesus the Savior who is born for you,
and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you,
☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace.
Amen.
*Extinguish Candles

Sending Hymn – Joy to the World #267
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive its King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room
And heav'n and nature sing,
8

And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
No more let sin and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

Dismissal
L: Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
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