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Sunday, November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 

Introduction 
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to 
us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an 
apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus 
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound 
dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at 
the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the 
heavens and come. 
 

The Gathering 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness     pg. 94 
 
Gathering Hymn  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”   #257 
 

Prayer of the Day                                                     
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
 

We Pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 
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coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle- “Light the Advent Candle” 
Verse 1: Light the Advent candle one. 
Now the waiting has begun; 
We have started on our way, 
Time to think of Christmas Day. 
 
Refrain: Candle, candle, burning bright, 
Shining in the cold winter night; 
Candle, candle, burning bright, 
Fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

The Word 

First Reading                              Isaiah 64:1-9  

This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a 
rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not 
been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls 
God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
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 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 

  C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm            Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
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  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  
 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 
Second Reading            1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord 
has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them 
until the coming day of the Lord. 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 
L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

The Gospel                  Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and 
glory to end all suffering. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
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  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 
awake.” 

 

L: The Gospel of the Lord 

 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon     
                        
Hymn of the Day    “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  #242 
 
Apostles Creed  *Front of hymnal cover 
 
Hymn  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”   #752 
 
Prayers for Healing, Strength, and Good Health 
Prayer of St. Francis 
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Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is doubt, faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  
And where there is sadness, joy.  

O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand;  
To be loved, as to love;  
For it is in giving that we receive,  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  
Amen. 

Hymn  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”   #752 
 

The Lord’s  Prayer                                      pg. 71 

Benediction       “Amen, Amen, A-men” 

Sending Hymn   “Soon and Very Soon”      #439 

Dismissal 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
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Prayer Concerns at  

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 

FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:   

  Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan Magstadt 
  Kristin Johnson         

James Hauter  (Lynn Johnson’s Father) 
Wellde Heinle- Recurrence of cancer  

Arlyne Magstad 
Shirley Kitzan 

Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy 

Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister) 

Holly (Cancer) 
Pam (Cancer) 

Family of Gaite Gebhardt 
Steve and Kayla Olson and unborn son Luke 

Lakin Dvorak 
Marie (Lorraine’s sister- Cancer) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Badlands Ministries Camp Christmas Event 

Due to the pandemic, Badlands Ministries cannot hold its annual Camp Christmas Event 

at camp.  However, they are planning a Camp Christmas Event in a fun virtual 

format.  They are imagining an entertaining Christmas themed variety-style event 

hosted by Badlands Ministries staff with live musical performances, pre-recorded 

music (from local choirs and performers), funny camp stories, Christmas trivia, and 

more. 

Therefore, they are reaching out to congregations to see if there are any choirs are 

musical groups that would like to perform a Christmas song or two for this event.  If 

so, they would have the option of either performing together live from wherever they 
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are at (with someone in their group live recording their performance with a phone, 

laptop, or other device which would be shown over Zoom) OR they could pre-record 

their song(s) and send it to the camp in advance.  They would also be open to including 

folks sharing Christmas poems, dramatic readings, or Christmas themed skits.  

The original event was scheduled for Saturday, December 5th from 1pm until 

3pm.  They are still looking at having the event that day, either from 1pm-3pm or 

moving it to 7pm-9pm that evening. 

Please let Badlands Ministires know if you are interested in performing either live or via 

a pre-recording on December 5th.  Please contact the Associate Director, Christine Moe 

at christine.moe@hotmail.com or call her at 701-290-6575. 
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