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Sunday, November 15, 2020
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Introduction
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the
coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like
a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the
talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common
good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—
word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming
among us.

The Gathering
Welcome & Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
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Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
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Prayer of the Day
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
We Pray: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples,

and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and
prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.

The Word
First Reading

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of
the LORD as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New
Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the LORD.
7Be

silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
12At

that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the people
who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
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nor will he do harm.”
wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.
13Their

14The

great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
15That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
17I

will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
18Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm
Psalm 90:1-12
1Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.
3You turn us back to the dust and say,
“Turn back, O children of earth.”
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past
and like a watch in the night;
5you sweep them away like a dream,
they fade away suddenly like the grass:
6in the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7For we are consumed by your anger;
we are afraid because of your wrath.
8Our iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.
9When you are angry, all our days are gone;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we
are gone.
11Who regards the power of your wrath?
Who rightly fears your indignation?
12So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully
in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1Now

concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant
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woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day
to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we
are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk
get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with
him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand to welcome the Gospel
L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel
Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to
maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the
gifts that God has provided them.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came
and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made
two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
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have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing,
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
L: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you , O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn Of The Day

“If You But Trust in God to Guide You”

Prayers for Healing, Strength, and Good Health
Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;
To be loved, as to love;
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For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
The Sending
Blessing
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

#815

Dismissal
L: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
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C: Thanks be to God.

Welcome to Peace Lutheran Church
For the week of November 15, 2020
Prayer Concerns at Peace Lutheran Church
FOR HEALING, STRENGTH & GOOD HEALTH:
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Navah DenHerder
Ervin & Florence Heidecker
Eric Sellers (Cancer)
Tammy McReynolds (Terry Halversons Sister)
Matt Ellerkamp (Brain Tumor Treatment)
Lea Madler (Lung Cancer)
Bonnie Heidecker (Throat Cancer)
Beth Fugle (Candy H. Sister- Cancer)
Holly (Cancer)
Sharon Meissel (cancer)
Lakin Dvorak
Jackson Portra & his Parents Jared & Mandy Portra
Tim Holdahl
Family of Don Mathias
Stanley Lang
Stephanie Alvarez (Covid)

COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
All those serving in the military & their families. Our partner congregations: St. John’s
Lutheran in Richardton & St. John’s Episcopal of Dickinson partnering ministries: Lutheran
Social Services, Badlands Ministries, the Ministries in the Central African Republic.
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Announcements
It’s Time to Make Lefse Again!
Peace Lutheran will be making lefse this year on November 19, 20, and 21. Set up will
be on Wednesday, November 18th starting at 5 pm. Lefse sales begin Saturday at 10AM.
If you still have items to donate, please bring them to the church on Monday.
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service – Wednesday, November 25th
On Wednesday, November 25th at 7:00 pm MST via Facebook premiere from St. John Lutheran
Church in Dickinson you can participate in a Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service. The service is
called, Thanksgiving Eve * 6 Toasts * Origin Stories, which is based on 15 Toasts from the book,
The Art of Gathering. Because gathering for holiday meals is really tough right now, and with
such divided political views around tables, the ELCA pastors from Dickinson, Belfield, and Dunn
County are proposing to “practice Thanksgiving” to show a faithful way to gather around tables
and have meaningful conversation.
The appointed lesson is the story of God leading the people through the wilderness. God
predicts correctly the people will forget their origin story is actually the work of God and not
their own doing. During the service each worship leader will tell some kind of personal origin
story in about 300 words (around 3 minutes). It might be a story from an earlier generation, why
and how they settled where they did, some formative story from childhood, or how they came
to be at the place where they are now. After each story is told, we will “toast” and sing a verse
of a song.
The Thanksgiving Eve Service can be found
at https://www.facebook.com/st.johnlutheranchurch.9
Start time is 7:00 pm.
Peace Lutheran Church Council Meets Next Week
Peace Lutheran Church Council members take note; we will have our regularly scheduled council
meeting on Tuesday, November 17th at 7:00 pm at Peace Lutheran.
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Peace Lutheran
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am
701-483-1550
Email:
peacelutheran@ndsupernet.com
Website:
peacelutherandickinson.com
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB142819.
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Peace Lutheran Church Council
Pastor Mike Pretzer 701-681-1306
Bev Holdahl 605-321-9475
Jessica Bertelsen 701-590-1126
Derek Jilek 701-290-5362
Tammy Sadowsky 701-290-5360
Travis Kupper 701-226-9226
Marilyn Huschka 701-483-0905
Jeff Anderson 701-483-8495
Kim Jones 701-225-4426
Heather Fagerberg 701-300-0374
Lola Huscka 701-483-7662

