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From the Pastor
October 2019
Fall as arrived. I know this because the garden is spent, the daylight is getting shorter, the cool night
air creeps in my bedroom window, and the tree leaves are turning.
To me, fall means change and I welcome it. I am ready to retire my lawn mower for another season.
I am ready to catch up on “house” work and take a break from yard work. And it is no secret, I like
winter. I like the whiteness of snow, cross country skiing, and shoveling my driveway and sidewalk.
I like the four distinct seasons in North Dakota and I embrace each one whole-heartedly.
But fall seems to be a season in which we can be a little more reflective. This season combines dying and letting go with beauty and peace calling us to slow down and reflect on life, change and what
is yet to come.
Falling leaves remind me of a poem I read a couple of years ago written by another pastor who has a
gift with words and shares them in a daily email devotion entitled Unfolding Light
(www.unfoldinglight.net) He reflects on how our acts spread far and wide for the benefit of many.
And then he touches on how our mistakes add to the
fertile ground within us which, in turn enhances our
actions and the positive impact we make in the world.
It is a beautiful cycle; living, growing, sharing, makAll the greatest things you have
ing mistakes, forgiving, learning, letting go, living,
done,
growing, sharing and so it repeats.
with those of all the masters,
Even within us there is dying, change, reflection and
letting go. Maybe that is why the season of fall
touches us so deeply. What we see so vividly on the
outside matches what is happening on our inside. But
often we don’t realize that the dying and the letting
go will ultimately give rise to spring and the fertile
ground that brings forth new life.

are little purple berries
on the end of bare branches
that songbirds come and eat
and then migrate far,
strong and beautiful.

I hope you have time and space to do some of this
reflecting, letting go, and wrestling with whatever it
is that is dying in your life. So often we ignore and
shut out these thoughts. This fall embrace them and
acknowledge their value. All cycles and seasons of
life are important. As you go through this process,
may you trust that God is with you in every season of
your life.

All the mistakes you ever made
fall like leaves and rot
in God's good dark earth
until, after time and regret
and a winter of letting go,
it all becomes rich, black soil.

Peace to you!

Pastor Mike Pretzer
And now, here is a copy of that poem:

Steve Garnaas-Holmes
Unfolding Light

Wednesday Night Worship and Faith Formation has begun!
Wednesday Night Worship, Kool Gang (kindergarten through 6th grade) and Confirmation (grades 7 -8) has begun. Worship starts at 6:30 pm. Faith formation is
from 7-8 pm. All are welcome to worship and to participate in faith formation.
Faith conversations will also be provided for the adults between 7 and 8 pm. Lots
of great lessons, service projects and fun have been planned!!

Confirmation Retreat October 25th-26th, 2019 at Badlands
Ministries
Peace Lutheran’s confirmation class is planning to attend a confirmation retreat at
Badlands Ministries on October 25-26. The cost is $50. The church will pay for
half or more if needed. For those wanting to car pool, Pastor Mike will plan to
leave from Peace Lutheran’s parking lot at 4 pm on Friday. The retreat concludes
with lunch on Saturday at 12 Noon. Students can be picked up at Peace Lutheran
between 1:00 and 1:30 pm. Another driver may be needed.
Turn in registration forms to Pastor Mike by October 18th.

Caring Hands for October
February, June, & October
Steve & Sandra Day
Derek & Shelby Jilek
Kim & Mike Jones
Mike & Alecia Pretzer
Della Christensen
Travis & Lisa Holding Eagle

Eric & Terry Halvorson

During your month, sign up (or email or call the church) to
help with the following worship/fellowship needs. You can
sign up in pairs to help each other out with worship and fellowship duties, if desired. Sign up sheets are located at the
church along with a signup sheet for mowing.
-Worship hosts
-Greet people and hand them a bulletin
-Make sure the candles are lit

Joy Knote

-Collect offering

Greg & Amy Beck

-Fellowship hosts

Karen Dowhaniuk

-Make a pot of coffee/heat the water kettle for tea

Craig Lange

-Provide some kind of snacks (bars, fruit, toast, meat/cheese,
cookies, etc)

Joren Nordahl

Season of Listening
Peace Lutheran Church will host a Season of Listening event on Saturday, October 26th, 2019 at 2:00 pm MST. The purpose of the event is to help our synod
prepare for the election of a new bishop in June 2020.
You are invited to share input and vision with a team
from the ELCA to help guide and shape the ministry of
our newly elected bishop. The event will last no more
than an hour and a half. Coffee and bars will be provided.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING,
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S IN RICHARDTON

Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)
Betty Getz
Eden Karpyak & family
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Julie Anderson (Friend of Holdahls)
Angela Ernst (Breast Cancer)
Lynnette Harstad
Navah DenHerder
Families of:
Issy O’Brien
Grace Bittner
Dale Swensrud
Ervin & Florence Heidecker

Kristin Johnson
Shawn Hauck
James Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Wellde Heinle- Recurrence of cancer
Arlyne Magstad
Shirley Kitzan
Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy

COMMUNITY PRAYERS:

Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister)
Jacques Oestreich- Serving in Afghanistan
Trisha Macks and Son, Callen
Sharon Messer
Cindee Buettner

All those serving in the military & their families. Our
partner congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in Richardton, Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries,
the Ministries in the Central African Republic.

Faith Formation Activities for
October
Please take note of the October schedule
for Wednesday Night Worship and Faith
Formation.
October 2
6:30 pm – Worship
7:00 pm – Faith Formation
Theme: A Seed of Faith – Luke 17:5-10
October 9
6:30 pm – Worship
7:00 pm – Faith Formation
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Theme: Ten Men Healed – Luke 17:11-

October 16 – Teacher’s Convention Break
No Worship
No Faith Formation
October 23 – Service Project – Clean up the
Garden
6:30 pm – Pizza and work in the garden

October 30 – Pumpkin Carving Party
6:30 pm – Supper and carve pumpkins

Events In October
Oct 2– WNW & Faith Formation @ 6:30
Oct 9– WNW & Faith Formation @ 6:30
Oct 23– Service Project– Garden Clean up w/
pizza @ 6:30
Oct 22– Church Council @ 7
Oct 24– AMEN Food Pantry 2-4 pm
Oct 26– Season of Listening @ 2pm
Oct 30– Pumpkin Carving Party and Supper
@ 6:30

Gospel Seeds – October 2019
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff

Sabbatical Reflections…
If you did not know it – this synod is blessed by an awesome staff. I know that, but once again they proved it this
summer as I took time away for Sabbatical. I am thankful for all of them and the work they engaged.
The focus of my time away was around issues of transition. Next June during synod assembly a new Bishop will be
elected. During sabbatical I had time to think about how to help create a healthy transition plan. Part of that has been
gathering documents and thinking about the things a new Bishop will need to know to begin serving in this role.
This time away also provided time for Jan and I think about what is next for me. We spent time with a pastoral counseling center, LeaderWise. This was a time of deep conversation reflecting on the past eleven years and pondering what
God’s Holy Spirit might be calling me to next. It was gift to have this time of conversation with a trained counselor
who is also an ordained minister. Stay tuned – more about this will be shared soon.
I also spent time reading – I recommend to all congregational leaders the book Uproar by Peter Steinke. I was able to
attend Luther Seminary’s Faithful Leaders gathering in Minneapolis. This was an excellent event as we continue to try
to learn how to connect with the world outside our church doors.
Again, a word of thanks to staff for all they did so I could have this space for discernment, education, spiritual reflection and family time. I want to thank this synod as well for the gift of a Sabbatical Policy.
Devotional Podcast…
During my time away I reconnected with a phone app I had found a while ago. The app is called Pray as You Go. It
is produced by Jesuit Media Initiatives and follows the spiritual practices of St. Ignatius of Loyola. I find this app to be
a way to enter into quiet contemplation about life and faith. I invite you to check it out.
Synod Council meets October 25 and 26 in Bismarck. If there are items you believe council should consider let
me, one of the staff, or a council member know. The agenda is being developed now.
Synod Ministry Review…
What is going well in this synod? What are our challenges? What are the gifts for ministry the next Bishop will need?
You have a chance to be a part of a conversation around those and other questions.
A group of people from churchwide will be in the synod October 25th through the 27th. This team will host 90-minute
listening session to talk with and listen to rostered leaders and congregational members. We are still working out the
details, but here are the gathering places:
October 25 – Bismarck
October 26 – Hazen
Dickinson
Williston
October 27 – Stanley
Minot
Harvey or Rugby
Locations and exact times will be published as soon as they are verified.
I can’t stress strongly enough how important these gatherings are both for discernment purposes and for setting ministry goals for the future. Please join the conversation.
Where will tomorrows leaders come from???
Currently there are 10 open calls in the synod. Seven of them are what we would call First Call Openings. This is
probably the lowest number of openings during my time as Bishop. Several of those congregations have candidates before them right now.
At the same time, we continue to see a declining number of candidates entering seminary across this church. Those
who are entering seminary often can’t imagine ministry in a place like Western North Dakota. All of this is to say that
we need to continue to pray that God would raise up leaders in our midst. We have gifted people among us who have a
deep faith in Jesus. Encourage them, pray for them, watch for them – there are potential leaders in our midst. This is
exactly where the future leaders of God’s church will come from.
God Bless All!
Mark Narum
Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod

Council Meeting Minutes - Peace Lutheran Church –September 24 2019 7:00 PM
Present: Jessica Bertelson, Eric Halvorson, Bev Holdahl, Marilyn Huschka, Pastor Mike Pretzer, Travis Kupper, Tammy Sadowsky, and Kim Jones. Absent: Jeff Anderson, Heather Fagerberg, Derik Jilek.
1) Bev called the meeting to order.
2) Pastor Mike shared devotion and prayer.
3) August Minutes reviewed. MSC Eric/Marilyn. 4) Agenda reviewed, addition made.
5) Pastor’s Reports – Healthy Congregation Workshop at St John, Dickinson on Nov 1-2, 2019. Check Constant Contact for details. Season of Listening, meeting sponsored by Synod, will be conversations about transition in the Synod/new Bishop. Peace to host on 10/26, coffee and bars needed. Office now has two credit
cards with $500 limit, one each in Pastor’s and Lanie’s names. Pastor to go to Bottineau retreat in November.
Johnson’s Control did their annual fire alarm test, batteries need to be replaced. Pastor Mike is Vice-Pastor
for Belfield Parish, he will be preaching at Belfield Lutheran 10/27 for their confirmation, baptism, and communion. Diane Melby will be Gifts person at Peace and St John’s Richardton that day. Pastor possibly may
be gone 11/3/19, he will find a supply pastor. Pastor noted that there have been lots of visitors at services at
Peace during the summer and this fall. We need to be welcoming and friendly.
6) Stewardship – Financial report reviewed. MSC Travis/Jessica
7) Worship
St John Partnership –Joint Worship Service Sunday, September 29, at 10 am at Peace. Coffee and goodies
to be served after the service. Parish Council Meeting date set for November 5, 2019 7pm at St John’s,
Worship helpers – Roene continues to coordinate pianists for Sunday Services. Council Sign-up sheet
passed around at the meeting. Altar Guild – no report. Caring Hands – September had many blanks,
we may need to appoint leader of each group to make calls, and help coordinate.
8) Faith FormationWednesday Night/Faith Formation – Hillary Moberg has been recruited to lead Kool Gang, with the help
of a parent and student helper. First night had approximately 10 kids.
Confirmation Retreat – Scheduled for 10/25-26, 2019 at Badlands Ministries. Last year attendance was
approx. 100 kids. Pastor Mike to take confirmation kids, leave at 4 pm Friday, return around 1 pm Saturday. Cost is $50 per kid. Church will pay $25 per kid or more if needed, checks should be made out
to Peace and one check will be issued to Badland’s. Money to come from Youth Fund. MSC Travis/
Marilyn
9) Community Partnerships
Community Garden –Jessica to get mock up for sign. Garden cleanup, will be a service project for youth,
both Kool Gang and Confirmation Class to participate. Clean up will be 10/23/19. No worship or
classes that night. Pastor will arrange for pizza. 10/30 will be pumpkin carving. May make corn
shock bundles for display and giveaway.
AMEN Food Pantry –September 24. Garden has been shared with the Pantry.
Preschools –Need to schedule the yearly meeting with preschools.
10) Building & Property
A. Parking lot – could use another load of the recycled crushed asphalt to fill in holes, and low spots. Eric to check on this.
B. Mowing – with all the rain, lawn needs to be cut now. Bev to check with Phyllis to see if she can help
with this.
C. Work Day follow up – lots got done, looked great. Food was wonderful!
D. Angel Gift – Della Christianson gifted the wooden Angel in parking lot. Plan is to landscape around
the angel.
E. Shampoo Carpet – schedule this after lefse days
11) Communication
A. Newsletter – October issue going out soon
B. Constant Contact –Good results, positive impact. Suggested that Council Meeting date be added to
calendar.
12) Next Meeting Date – October 22 2019, at 7 pm. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer and meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Jones
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