September 2019 Newsletter

Western Edge Parish (Peace Lutheran, Dickinson & St. John's Lutheran, Richardton)

Serving the community in partnership.

From the Pastor
September 2019

It has been an abundant summer! We have had an abundant amount of rain, followed by an abundant amount
of sunshine, which resulted in abundant green growth. If you had a chance to drive throughout the state you
got to see how beautiful ND was this summer. Summer also brings an abundance of activities to do; an abun-
dance of family time, lake time, vacation time and reunions fill our days and weekends. This summer, I have
also enjoyed the abundance in the community garden!

God is the creator of abundance. God is the one who inspires growth and change and new possibilities. We
are blessed to receive this abundance and we are also expected to share it. Paul writes in Second Corinthians,
“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of every-
thing, you may share abundantly in every good work.” Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to share their
abundance with the church in Jerusalem, but why? Why would one group of people care about another group
of people in another town? Paul says, because we are all in this together! We are all part of the larger body
with Christ as our head. Because God is abundant with us, we then share that abundance for the sake of each
other and for the whole world.

This is a good reminder from Paul because this is what I see happening so often in our society: in abundance,
God gives and gives and gives and in a frenzy, we take and take and take. But when it is time to give back to
God in appreciation for this great abundance, or when asked to share our time and talents for the sake of our
neighbor, we say we don’t have time. We feel like there is not enough. We claim we can’t fit it in. Or we
simply don’t care.

Immersed in abundance, we act like we are living at a time of great scarcity. Call it whatever you like; fear,
greed, lack of trust, lack of faith, selfishness, sin, whatever, this attitude of scarcity has a crippling effect on
the church and society.

But Paul’s words to the Corinthians so long ago, also speak to us today. “The one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

We are surrounded by so much abundance which comes from God. It is time to share your abundance with
the church for the sake of our neighbors and for the sake of the world. Fall is the perfect time to share your
time and talents. The church needs you in so many ways! Our young people need you. Our church council
needs you. Our building needs you. Our prayer life needs you. God’s work in this world needs you. When
you share your abundance, growth, change and new possibilities explode!

The hymn, We All Are One in Mission, sums this up nicely. Verse 2 says, “We all are called for service, to
witness in God’s name. Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same: to touch the lives of others
with God’s surprising grace, so every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.”

Please share the abundant blessings that God as given to you with others so that we can continue to build up
the body of Christ.

With Peace,
Pastor Mike Pretzer
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Wednesday Night Worshlp and Faith Formation is about to
begin!
Wednesday Night Worship and Faith Formation will start up again on Wednesday, September

18" at 6:30 pm. Come for a half an hour worship experience where the kids help lead the ser-
vice. Communion will take place the first and third Wednesdays of the month.

Following worship at approximately 7:00 pm Faith Formation and Confirmation will begin.
Kids 6™ grade and under will be a part of Kool Gang and will use material from Spark — Lec-
tionary to study bible stories that follow along with the scripture readings assigned each week
of the church year. At this time, a full-time leader/teacher for Kool Gang has not been found.
However, we are waiting to hear back from a DSU student who is considering it.

Seventh and eighth graders will meet with Pastor Mike for confirmation. The resource this
year for confirmation is called CoLABorate Lutheran Confirmation. This material will un-
pack student’s assumptions, past knowledge and even disinterest about the Bible, Lutheran
history and the Small Catechism to challenge, engage and encourage them as they take this
major step in their journey of faith.

COnfirmatiOH

RETREAT

Confirmation Retreat October 25™-26™, 2019 at Badlands
Ministries

The Peace Lutheran confirmation class along with Pastor Mike will attend the confirmation
retreat at Badlands Ministries this fall. This retreat is specially designed for confirmations
students to learn more about themselves, their faith and how being a Christian really makes a
difference in our communities and world. More details will come concerning times, cost and

registration but please put this event on you calendar!



Caring Hands

January, May, & September March, July, & November

Bete Madl er Marge & Duane Gul brandson
Phyllis Nordeng Amanda & Allen Hecker
Tim & Bev Hodahl Jef & Peggy Ander son
Carolyn Bl ake Ryan & Rena Zi mmer man
Sylvia Kalliokoski Mel ody & Jerry Buresch
Gregg & Jessica Bertelsen Jef Merchant

B e c Kye ad Angel a & Jason Ot
Sheila Schilling Brianna Hahne

Deanna Davenport Cassie Blotske

Don & Erika Schumacher Candy Haagenson

Don Fersger Bob Thompson

Dean & Lol a Hushka But ch Wax

Shantel Petrof April, August, & December

February, June, & October Naomi Thorson

Steve & Sandra Day Roene Hul sing

Derek & Shelby Jilek Pat & David Rinn

Kim & Mi ke Jones Tammy Sadowsky

Mi ke & Al ecia Pretzer Judy & Richard Kofer
Dell a Christensen Joyce Crawford

Travis & Lisa Holding Eagl e Marilyn Huschka

Eric & Terry Halvorson Travis & Crissie Kupper
Joy Knote Jami & Brock Swensrud
Greg & Amy Beck Adam & Susie Karpyak
Karen Dowhani uk Shawn & Chel sea Skogen
Craig Lange Gaye Soehren
Joren Nordahl Lynete Harsted
During your month, sign up (or email or call the chu
sign up in pairs to help each other out with worship
church along with a signup sheet for mowing.
-Fell owship host s

-Wor ship hosts

-Ma k e ot f cofeel/ heat the water
-Greet people and hand tm ef bu?letn

-PI’OVIFe some kind of snacks (ba
-Make sure the candlesI ar e etct)



Badlands Ministries Fall Event

Badl ands Ministries Fal/l Event i s Su
munity Wbemsthdrp. begins at 11: 00 am f ol
ton and a bazaar aflde asreafc csmadied earn datle
and/ or donatng a uniqgue i tBeard loan dserMi
tries served over 1900 youth andef am
grams and Tdhaey ntoannepys .r ai sed t hrough th
hel p cover expenses.

Thank you to all who partcipated
August 18t h. The potluck meal w
gregaton was awesome! It was gr
trim trees, replace the -aandipap
much mor e! Check out the pictur




PRAYERS FOR HEALING,

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)
Betty Getz
Eden Karpyak & family
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Belle Kvale (Bev@ Mom)
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Julie Anderson (Friend of Holdahls)
Angela Ernst (Breast Cancer)
Lynnette Harstad
Navah DenHerder
Families of:
Issy O®rien
Grace Bittner
Dale Swensrud

ST. JOHNG IN RICHARDTON

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan

Magstadt

Darlene Zentner (Ralph’s sister)
Kristin Johnson
Shawn Hauck
James Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Wellde Heinle- Recurrence of cancer
Arlyne Magstad
Shirley Kitzan
Norbert Amann
Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy
Jayden Olson
Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister)
Jacques Oestreich- Serving in Afghanistan

COMMUNITY PRAYERS: Trisha Macks
All those serving in the militasha?’nl\@f«ssefheir famil.
partner congrReglauttohner aSnt .i nd oRhinc h Kelly Dressler
ardton, Lutheran Social Service O,me%rlhlands Mi nis
the Ministries in the Central hlehPai%%n Republic.

Bible Receiving

Sunday

Sunday September 22, 3rd
graders (and anyone other
students older than 3rd grade
who haven't received a Bible
from the church yet) will re-
ceive a Bible from Peace Lu-
theran Church. Please let us
know in the church office if
your child will be receiving a
Bible that day so that we have
enough Bibles to present.

%OAT OO0 )1 3A1
"AAT ATAO - El EOQOEAS - &/
7AAT AOAAU . ECEDWEOOET

#1 O1 AEI-Y¥F RO®EIJ CQO -

- %. &1 T Arameodod

7. RYTTXd¥ PO -
*TET O 71 OOfYEMOT ¥ P40-A AA /

A Mark
~«>  Your

Calendar

» UPCOMING EVENTS



Gospel-Se&epdededsnber 20109
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff
The 2019 Churchwide Assembly

Our Synod’s fifteen voting members gathered in Milwaukee with others from across our church under the
theme of iIWe A r e 0OCTogetheg the nearly 1000 - member Assembly, guests, and visitors worshipped
and tended to the business of our church body. A summary of action is available on the ELCA website. 2019
Assembly Summary

Look for reflections from your Churchwide Assembly Voting Members in upcoming Synod eNews. Each will
have the opportunity to share their thoughts, impressions, take-aways, etc. from their time at Assembly in Mil-
waukee.

Bi smarck Lutheran Soci al Seré&vice Building and Of

The renovation is nearly completed! We give thanks for all the volunteers that shared of their time and talents
in giving the building, and our office space a facelift! We look forward to you stopping by to take a peek at
the updates!

Western ND Synod LYO Gathering

October 17" — 19", our Synod’s youth will gather at the Grand Hotel in Minot. This annual event is: “Inspire
by Youth. Planned by Youth. Led by Youth.” This year’s guest speaker and musician is Rachel Kurtz. Reg-
istration is now open and needs to be submitted by October 1*.

You can find more information — including draft schedules and forms — on the Synod website. Questions?
Don’t hesitate to contact us!

Upcomi ng GI FTS Event s

We’re in the midst of finalizing the upcoming year’s GIFTS events, and information will be shared on the
Synod’s website and in upcoming editions of eNews. We’ll welcome Rev. Paul Hoffman (author of “Faith
Forming Faith”) this fall to lead an event focusing on adult catechesis. The spring event (March 27" & 28™)
will be led by Dr. Terri Elton (Luther Seminary); this event will also include a Friday night Youth GIFTS
event. The winter event is yet to be finalized.

We give thanks for the 131 years of mission and ministryof Bet hany Lut her a.rfTheCchlas r ¢ h
brated a Service of Leave-Taking/Holy Closure on August 25", The congregation previously voted to merge
with First Lutheran (Rugby).

Synod Listening Events

As we prepare for the election of a Bishop in June of 2020, a number of Synod Listening events will be held
in a variety of locations across our Synod. These events will be facilitated by our Churchwide Partners and all
members of our Western ND Synod ELCA congregations are invited to attend. The events will be held Octo-
ber 25" — 27", The times and locations will be available in the next Gospel Seeds, upcoming eNews, and on
the Synod website.

What are we reading?

A couple of resources your Synod Staff has come across that you may find helpful...

To Bl ess the SO ®onduetAwxellection df oetic blessings for a variety of times,
spaces, and places.... Transitions, thresholds, and the ordinary of our lives.

Gl ory Hapgpedimg t he Di vi aEKailinh Bl Culfize e“Agcegt hy invifatioa<€ire s
vest in the glory that surrounds you! Open your eyes to the Kingdom as it comes through stories and pray-
ers...”

Just a fedw reminders

Western ND Synod Rost er e dYoMicaddrssvill be pathere®ia MddoeatSdp-n g ( VM
tember 8" — 10" with Rev. Brad Roth as the guest presenter.

Western ND Svillmetdn OCdbdt pricr to the Synod Listening Events.
Thank Youl! Each and all of you for your partner



https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8003
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8003
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=GUTbK9AyisP4NGzfjY0dYg==&site=100671&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=7138&EventID=178274&sn=100671
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=GUTbK9AyisP4NGzfjY0dYg==&site=100671&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=7138&EventID=178274&sn=100671

Council Meeting Minutes - Peace Lutheran Church — August 13 2019 7:00 PM

Present: Jeff Anderson, Jessica Bertelson, Bev Holdahl, Marilyn Huschka, Derik Jilek, Pastor
Mike Pretzer, Tammy Sadowsky, and Kim Jones.

Absent: Heather Fagerberg, Eric Halvorson, Travis Kupper.

1) Jeft was presiding officer until Bev arrived.
2) Pastor Mike shared devotion from Hebrew 12, and prayer.
5) Pastor’s Reports — Sister Mary Hunkler will start Spiritual Direction 9/6/19, Friday’s in Pas-
tor’s office. Pastor has been asked to lead the Worship Service at the Junior High Rodeo 8/25
in Richardton. No service at St John’s that day. Pastor and family have moved into the Taylor
Lutheran Church Parsonage. Council completed the Synod Survey.
6) Stewardship — Financial report — was reviewed. Regarding the water bill - MSC Marilyn/
Derek that for months of June, July, August, the Community Garden should pay amount over
$100 for water.
7) Worship —
St John Partnership —Joint Worship Service Sunday, September 29, at 10 am at Peace. Cof-
fee and goodies to be served after the service
Worship helpers — Roene continues to coordinate pianists for Sunday Services. Council
Sign-up sheet passed around at the meeting.
Altar Guild — no news
Caring Hands — starting to catch on with members, may need to appoint leader of each
group to make calls, and help coordinate.
8) Faith Formation-
Bible Camp Scholarships —couple kids went to camp. Parents should submit receipt for re-
imbursement.
VBS — Vacation Bible School held July 28 — August 1. 6 kids participated all nights, 4 oth-
er kids came one night each. Church charged for 10 kids.
Wednesday Night/Faith Formation — a parents meeting was held, consensus to try to find a
steady consistent planner to coordinate, possibly someone from the college or camp.
Plan is for 3 worship services per month, and one night for a meal. Confirmation will be
for 7™ and 8" graders. Wednesday Worship to start 9/18.
9) Community Partnerships
Community Garden —Jessica got bid from Keith Sign. $406 for a 3°x5’ sign, or $325 for a
3’x4’ sign. It was suggested we get another estimate. Jessica to get a mockup for sign
for next meeting. Pastor plans to apply for some grants for next year.
AMEN Food Pantry — dates are August 27 and September 24. Lanie to put dates in bulletin
Preschools — thank you to Derek for getting the recycled asphalt for parking lot. Petty Cash
should be reimbursed from Building fund for the $200 cost of the asphalt. Tammy to
pick up Handicap signs (2 X $54) to be put up on Sunday’s work day. Thank you Della
for all the mowing and yard work this summer — it looks great! Work Day scheduled for
Sunday, August 18 after church and potluck.
11) Communication —
Newsletter — August issue sent out, will be back to monthly issues.
Website — Brian Kopp helped Lanie.
12) Next Meeting Date — September 24 2019, at 7 pm.
13) Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
14) Meeting adjourned.



SJ}Rt

BEBegi nning

QJaoahmn Ri c K&KdDddoAcademy

Ex p &rAiGe mace Act on

Chapel

Pr-lelswrhodbdy )( Monday
R2-BRoom t o Bl oom ﬂqmmo:oo>>>ad§96&&ﬁ\m._.®m

ptember 2019

1 2

SJR 8AM
GACH 12:304:30PM

8 9
Peace WorshiglOAM
SJR 8AM

GAC3 12:364:30PM

15 16
Peace WorshiglOAM
SJR 8AM

GACH 12:364:30PM

22 23
Peace WorshiglOAM
SJR 8AM

GAC3 12:364:30PM

29 30

Joint Worship @
Peacé 10AM

GAC3 12:304:30PM

Peace WorshiglOAM | Labor Day
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24
Council Meeting @ 7
AMEN Food Pantry 2

11

18
WNW Starts- 6:30 pm

25
WNW & 6:30 pm

5 6

AAJ 5:3® 8:30PM New
Freedom

12 13

AAS 5:308:30PM New
Freedom

19 20

AAD 5:308:30PM New
Freedom

26 27

AAS 5:308:300PM New
Freedom

7
AAH 8-11:30 am Live
GACH 5:309 pm

14
AAQ 8-11:30 am Live
GAC3 5:309 pm

21
AA-8-11:30am Live
GAC- 5:309pm

28
AA 8-11:30am Live
GACH 5:309 pm
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