September 2019 Newsletter
Western Edge Parish (Peace Lutheran, Dickinson & St. John's Lutheran, Richardton)
Serving the community in partnership.

From the Pastor
September 2019
It has been an abundant summer! We have had an abundant amount of rain, followed by an abundant amount
of sunshine, which resulted in abundant green growth. If you had a chance to drive throughout the state you
got to see how beautiful ND was this summer. Summer also brings an abundance of activities to do; an abundance of family time, lake time, vacation time and reunions fill our days and weekends. This summer, I have
also enjoyed the abundance in the community garden!
God is the creator of abundance. God is the one who inspires growth and change and new possibilities. We
are blessed to receive this abundance and we are also expected to share it. Paul writes in Second Corinthians,
“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to share their
abundance with the church in Jerusalem, but why? Why would one group of people care about another group
of people in another town? Paul says, because we are all in this together! We are all part of the larger body
with Christ as our head. Because God is abundant with us, we then share that abundance for the sake of each
other and for the whole world.
This is a good reminder from Paul because this is what I see happening so often in our society: in abundance,
God gives and gives and gives and in a frenzy, we take and take and take. But when it is time to give back to
God in appreciation for this great abundance, or when asked to share our time and talents for the sake of our
neighbor, we say we don’t have time. We feel like there is not enough. We claim we can’t fit it in. Or we
simply don’t care.
Immersed in abundance, we act like we are living at a time of great scarcity. Call it whatever you like; fear,
greed, lack of trust, lack of faith, selfishness, sin, whatever, this attitude of scarcity has a crippling effect on
the church and society.
But Paul’s words to the Corinthians so long ago, also speak to us today. “The one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
We are surrounded by so much abundance which comes from God. It is time to share your abundance with
the church for the sake of our neighbors and for the sake of the world. Fall is the perfect time to share your
time and talents. The church needs you in so many ways! Our young people need you. Our church council
needs you. Our building needs you. Our prayer life needs you. God’s work in this world needs you. When
you share your abundance, growth, change and new possibilities explode!
The hymn, We All Are One in Mission, sums this up nicely. Verse 2 says, “We all are called for service, to
witness in God’s name. Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same: to touch the lives of others
with God’s surprising grace, so every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.”
Please share the abundant blessings that God as given to you with others so that we can continue to build up
the body of Christ.
With Peace,
Pastor Mike Pretzer

Wednesday Night Worship and Faith Formation is about to
begin!
Wednesday Night Worship and Faith Formation will start up again on Wednesday, September
18th at 6:30 pm. Come for a half an hour worship experience where the kids help lead the service. Communion will take place the first and third Wednesdays of the month.
Following worship at approximately 7:00 pm Faith Formation and Confirmation will begin.
Kids 6th grade and under will be a part of Kool Gang and will use material from Spark – Lectionary to study bible stories that follow along with the scripture readings assigned each week
of the church year. At this time, a full-time leader/teacher for Kool Gang has not been found.
However, we are waiting to hear back from a DSU student who is considering it.
Seventh and eighth graders will meet with Pastor Mike for confirmation. The resource this
year for confirmation is called CoLABorate Lutheran Confirmation. This material will unpack student’s assumptions, past knowledge and even disinterest about the Bible, Lutheran
history and the Small Catechism to challenge, engage and encourage them as they take this
major step in their journey of faith.

Confirmation Retreat October 25th-26th, 2019 at Badlands
Ministries
The Peace Lutheran confirmation class along with Pastor Mike will attend the confirmation
retreat at Badlands Ministries this fall. This retreat is specially designed for confirmations
students to learn more about themselves, their faith and how being a Christian really makes a
difference in our communities and world. More details will come concerning times, cost and
registration but please put this event on you calendar!
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During your month, sign up (or email or call the church) to help with the following worship/fellowship needs. You can
sign up in pairs to help each other out with worship and fellowship duties, if desired. Sign up sheets are located at the
church along with a signup sheet for mowing.
-Worship hosts
-Greet people and hand them a bulletin
-Make sure the candles are lit

-Fellowship hosts
-Make a pot of coffee/heat the water kettle for tea

-Provide some kind of snacks (bars, fruit, toast, meat/cheese, cookies, etc)

Badlands Ministries Fall Event
Badlands Ministries Fall Event is Sunday, September 15, 2019 at the Medora Community Center. Worship begins at 11:00 am followed by a quilt auction, pie auction and a bazaar and craft sale and lunch. Please consider attending the event
and/or donating a unique item or service for the sale/auction. Badlands Ministries served over 1900 youth and families this past summer through on-site programs and day camps. The money raised through this fundraiser is needed to
help cover expenses.

Thank you to all who participated in the work day at Peace Lutheran on
August 18th. The potluck meal was great and working together as a congregation was awesome! It was great to see so many people pitching in to
trim trees, replace the handicap parking signs, mow, weed-eat, paint and
much more! Check out the pictures from the day!

PRAYERS FOR HEALING,
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S IN RICHARDTON

Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)
Betty Getz
Eden Karpyak & family
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Belle Kvale (Bev’s Mom)
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Julie Anderson (Friend of Holdahls)
Angela Ernst (Breast Cancer)
Lynnette Harstad
Navah DenHerder
Families of:
Issy O’Brien
Grace Bittner
Dale Swensrud

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan
Magstadt

COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
All those serving in the military & their families. Our
partner congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in Richardton, Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries,
the Ministries in the Central African Republic.

Bible Receiving
Sunday
Sunday September 22, 3rd
graders (and anyone other
students older than 3rd grade
who haven't received a Bible
from the church yet) will receive a Bible from Peace Lutheran Church. Please let us
know in the church office if
your child will be receiving a
Bible that day so that we have
enough Bibles to present.

Darlene Zentner (Ralph’s sister)
Kristin Johnson
Shawn Hauck
James Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Wellde Heinle- Recurrence of cancer
Arlyne Magstad
Shirley Kitzan
Norbert Amann
Dee Homelvig -Chemotherapy
Jayden Olson
Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister)
Jacques Oestreich- Serving in Afghanistan
Trisha Macks
Sharon Messer
Kelly Dressler
Robin Ulrich
Thelma Bohn

Events In September
Badlands Ministries Fall Event– 9/15 @ 11AM
Wednesday Night Worship– 9/18 @ 6:30PM
Council Meting--9/24 @ 7PM
AMEN Food Pantry-9/24 @ 2-4PM
WNW– 9/25 @ 6:30PM
Joint Worship @ Peace– 9/29 @ 10AM

Gospel Seeds - September 2019
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff
The 2019 Churchwide Assembly
Our Synod’s fifteen voting members gathered in Milwaukee with others from across our church under the
theme of “We Are Church”. Together, the nearly 1000 - member Assembly, guests, and visitors worshipped
and tended to the business of our church body. A summary of action is available on the ELCA website. 2019
Assembly Summary
Look for reflections from your Churchwide Assembly Voting Members in upcoming Synod eNews. Each will
have the opportunity to share their thoughts, impressions, take-aways, etc. from their time at Assembly in Milwaukee.
Bismarck Lutheran Social Service Building and Office Renovation…
The renovation is nearly completed! We give thanks for all the volunteers that shared of their time and talents
in giving the building, and our office space a facelift! We look forward to you stopping by to take a peek at
the updates!
Western ND Synod LYO Gathering
October 17th – 19th, our Synod’s youth will gather at the Grand Hotel in Minot. This annual event is: “Inspire
by Youth. Planned by Youth. Led by Youth.” This year’s guest speaker and musician is Rachel Kurtz. Registration is now open and needs to be submitted by October 1st.
You can find more information – including draft schedules and forms – on the Synod website. Questions?
Don’t hesitate to contact us!
Upcoming GIFTS Events
We’re in the midst of finalizing the upcoming year’s GIFTS events, and information will be shared on the
Synod’s website and in upcoming editions of eNews. We’ll welcome Rev. Paul Hoffman (author of “Faith
Forming Faith”) this fall to lead an event focusing on adult catechesis. The spring event (March 27th & 28th)
will be led by Dr. Terri Elton (Luther Seminary); this event will also include a Friday night Youth GIFTS
event. The winter event is yet to be finalized.
We give thanks for the 131 years of mission and ministry of Bethany Lutheran Church (Rugby). They celebrated a Service of Leave-Taking/Holy Closure on August 25th. The congregation previously voted to merge
with First Lutheran (Rugby).
Synod Listening Events
As we prepare for the election of a Bishop in June of 2020, a number of Synod Listening events will be held
in a variety of locations across our Synod. These events will be facilitated by our Churchwide Partners and all
members of our Western ND Synod ELCA congregations are invited to attend. The events will be held October 25th – 27th. The times and locations will be available in the next Gospel Seeds, upcoming eNews, and on
the Synod website.
What are we reading?
A couple of resources your Synod Staff has come across that you may find helpful…
To Bless the Space Between Us – John O’Donohue - A collection of poetic blessings for a variety of times,
spaces, and places…. Transitions, thresholds, and the ordinary of our lives.
Glory Happening – Finding the Divine in Everyday Places – Kailin B. Curtice - “Accept the invitation – invest in the glory that surrounds you! Open your eyes to the Kingdom as it comes through stories and prayers…”
Just a few reminders…
Western ND Synod Rostered Ministers Gathering (Medora) - Your leaders will be gathered in Medora September 8th – 10th with Rev. Brad Roth as the guest presenter.
Western ND Synod Council will meet in October prior to the Synod Listening Events.
Thank You! Each and all of you for your partnership in the mission and ministry we share!

Council Meeting Minutes - Peace Lutheran Church – August 13 2019 7:00 PM
Present: Jeff Anderson, Jessica Bertelson, Bev Holdahl, Marilyn Huschka, Derik Jilek, Pastor
Mike Pretzer, Tammy Sadowsky, and Kim Jones.
Absent: Heather Fagerberg, Eric Halvorson, Travis Kupper.
1) Jeff was presiding officer until Bev arrived.
2) Pastor Mike shared devotion from Hebrew 12, and prayer.
5) Pastor’s Reports – Sister Mary Hunkler will start Spiritual Direction 9/6/19, Friday’s in Pastor’s office. Pastor has been asked to lead the Worship Service at the Junior High Rodeo 8/25
in Richardton. No service at St John’s that day. Pastor and family have moved into the Taylor
Lutheran Church Parsonage. Council completed the Synod Survey.
6) Stewardship – Financial report – was reviewed. Regarding the water bill - MSC Marilyn/
Derek that for months of June, July, August, the Community Garden should pay amount over
$100 for water.
7) Worship –
St John Partnership –Joint Worship Service Sunday, September 29, at 10 am at Peace. Coffee and goodies to be served after the service
Worship helpers – Roene continues to coordinate pianists for Sunday Services. Council
Sign-up sheet passed around at the meeting.
Altar Guild – no news
Caring Hands – starting to catch on with members, may need to appoint leader of each
group to make calls, and help coordinate.
8) Faith FormationBible Camp Scholarships –couple kids went to camp. Parents should submit receipt for reimbursement.
VBS – Vacation Bible School held July 28 – August 1. 6 kids participated all nights, 4 other kids came one night each. Church charged for 10 kids.
Wednesday Night/Faith Formation – a parents meeting was held, consensus to try to find a
steady consistent planner to coordinate, possibly someone from the college or camp.
Plan is for 3 worship services per month, and one night for a meal. Confirmation will be
for 7th and 8th graders. Wednesday Worship to start 9/18.
9) Community Partnerships
Community Garden –Jessica got bid from Keith Sign. $406 for a 3’x5’ sign, or $325 for a
3’x4’ sign. It was suggested we get another estimate. Jessica to get a mockup for sign
for next meeting. Pastor plans to apply for some grants for next year.
AMEN Food Pantry – dates are August 27 and September 24. Lanie to put dates in bulletin
Preschools – thank you to Derek for getting the recycled asphalt for parking lot. Petty Cash
should be reimbursed from Building fund for the $200 cost of the asphalt. Tammy to
pick up Handicap signs (2 X $54) to be put up on Sunday’s work day. Thank you Della
for all the mowing and yard work this summer – it looks great! Work Day scheduled for
Sunday, August 18 after church and potluck.
11) Communication –
Newsletter – August issue sent out, will be back to monthly issues.
Website – Brian Kopp helped Lanie.
12) Next Meeting Date – September 24 2019, at 7 pm.
13) Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
14) Meeting adjourned.
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