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Western Edge Parish (Peace Lutheran, Dickinson & St. John's Lutheran, Richardton)
Serving the community in partnership.

From the Pastor
May 2019
I was reading a magazine called Country Gardens a
while ago. It was full of great pictures of lush gardens full of vibrant green foliage and intense bright
flowers. Especially after a long winter, this magazine was a delight to my eyes and to my soul.
But while I was reading one of the feature stories, I
noticed something interesting. A woman was being
interviewed and was asked the question, “What gives
you the most pleasure in the garden?” Her answer
started like this, “Birds, bugs, snakes, toads, even
rodents….. I thought, wow, the first thing she mentions in relation to the pleasure she receives in the
garden has nothing to do with plants!
When I think of a garden, I think of plants, flowers, and dirt. But her response of what she found pleasurable
in her garden reminded me that there is so much more in a garden than what you might think. Just looking at
a garden with a first glance, one would only see plants, flowers and dirt. But when you get a close up look,
there is so much more that makes up a garden. It takes a careful eye and a slower pace to appreciate the other
organisms that are a vital part of a garden.
Sometimes we need to apply a similar careful eye and slower pace to our faith to appreciate the aspects that
are less visible but very vital. At first glance, faith is worship and service. But faith is also fed by subtleties.
A sunrise, feeling rested, close relationships, times of quiet, engaging in an activity of pleasure, working with
your hands, experiencing beauty, being in the moment, all of these are ways that contribute to faith, but can
only be experience with a careful eye and by going at a slower pace.
In the month of May we continue to celebrate the season of Easter. The Easter season is a time of new life
and renewal. It is also a time to see things differently. At first glance it’s about resurrection, but upon closer
examination, everything is made holy and sacred because of the love of God and the victory of Christ. May
you take the time to look beyond the eggs and the lilies and see how special all of creation has become because of God’s saving grace.
Thanks be to God for all of these gifts; the gift of time, the gift to see beyond the surface, the gift of pleasure,
the gift of faith, the gift of relationships, and the gift of life eternal. This month we also give thanks to God
for the gift of gardens and the deep layers of life present in them.
With Peace,
Pastor Mike Pretzer

Happy Spring!
Spring is my favorite season, the new life beginning - the newborn animals and
the plants emerging from the soil, turning green and the buds on the trees.
Spring is a great time to renew our faith, Easter is the reminder that Christ died
for us, the promise of everlasting life with Him.
We have had a very busy April with Lenten Services, awesome soup suppers, First
Communion, Confirmation and Easter. Wow! We are so blessed to have so much
happening!
May and June will bring even more activities, the Community Gardeners will start
emerging with new excitement of what to grow in their space, school will dismiss
for the summer, Bible Camp will gear up for the season. We will also be planning
our annual rummage sale in June, so start a pile of those things you want to get
rid of! Remember your castoffs are someone else’s treasure! We are also starting
up the Caring Hands committee’s for helping at the worship services. This will be
a great way to get involved with the church and get to know others in our church
community.
Throughout the month of May, we will be passing the pickle jar for offering for
the youth fund to help pay for camperships. Also May 12 we will have the yearend celebration for Kool Gang. Encouraging our youth in their faith journey is
very important to our congregation.
As summer approaches, along with camping season, vacations and just busy lives,
please keep our church in your prayers and keep up with your offering to keep us
a thriving church community.
God’s Blessings
Bev Holdahl
President, Peace Lutheran Church

Camp Sunday
We are excited to have counselors from
Badlands Ministries providing music and
fun for Camp Sunday on May 5th. We will
also be doing a special “Pickle Jar” offering
to help with the youth camperships. Our
youth are very important to our congregation, helping them attend camp is one way
of showing them we care about their growth in the Christian
community.
Community Garden
Plans are underway for the Community Garden. If you are interested in
a plot for the summer please leave
your name and contact information
at the church office. We will be contacting everyone by email as soon as
we are organized!

Church Maintenance Fund (Building Fund)
Now that our Mortgage has been paid off and we have replaced the carpet, we have other maintenance items that need our attention. Our
parking lot needs attention and that will be a very expensive project. We
have received a couple of estimates, but will continue to gather more,
and recommendations on how best to proceed. Please feel free to donate to this fund, the more we have saved the better off we will be.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING,
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S IN RICHARDTON

Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)
Betty Getz
Eden Karpyak & family
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Belle Kvale (Bev’s Mom)
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Julie Anderson (Friend of Holdahls)
Kregg Baglay

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan
Magstadt. Harrison born at 24 weeks 1lb 8oz (relative
of Armin-Lorraine Treiber)
Darlene Zentner (Ralph’s sister)
Kristin Johnson
Shawn Hauck (Treiber’s nephew)
James Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Wellde Heinle (Tom Kitzan’s cousin) Recurrence of
cancer
Arlyne Magstad
Shirley Kitzan
Norbert Amann
Dee Homelvig (Glen Homelvigs Wife) Chemotherapy

COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
All those serving in the military & their families. Our
partner congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in Richardton, Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries,
the Ministries in the Central African Republic.

Jayden Olson
Louis Treiber (Armin’s Brother) Cancer
Emmalou Lavine (Armin’s Sister)

Summer Wednesday Night Worship Services
Supper at 6pm
Worship at 7pm
June 12th
July 10th
Aug 7th

Events In May
May 5– Camp Sunday
May 12– Kool Gang year end celebration
May 23– AMEN Food Pantry 2-4pm

Gospel Seeds - April 2019
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff
“The Kingdom of God is like…”
Above is the theme we will gather around for this year’s synod assembly. It is intended to help us imagine our way into where
God is calling us as individuals, as congregations and as a synod together.
Jesus uses this line numerous times in the Gospels – as the opening of a variety of parables. It seems that Jesus is trying to help
people understand what Kingdom looks like. Why? I think because he is inviting us to keep our eyes open for it.
Kingdom might be a word which is hard to relate to for 21 st Century Americans. We do not live under a king. So, for some, replacing the word “kingdom” for “reign” of God or “rule” of God helps us connect the concept with our modern day lives. So
where do we see the Kingdom, Reign or Rule of God? Wherever God’s will is done.
So, God’s Kingdom is most certainly in the future in heaven. But it also comes in glimpses in this world when followers of the
risen Christ serve their neighbor with love, grace and mercy. It happens when the hungry are fed, the stranger is shown love, those
in prison are visited and much more.
In mid-April, registration for synod assembly will open. Every rostered minister of the synod is required to be at assembly. Every
congregation is allowed to bring at least 2 voting members to assembly – watch the registration material where you will see that
larger congregations are able to bring more voting members based on their membership. There is also an option to come as a visitor,
which is explained in the registration material.
Synod Assembly really is a faith formation event. We will gather for worship, engage in Bible Study, hear about creative and
Christ-centered ministries in our synod and beyond. You will get the opportunity to ask questions of other congregational leaders to
help build faith in Christ within your congregation.
This year our churchwide guest is Rev. Phil Hirsch the new Executive Director of the ELCA Domestic Mission Unit. We look
forward to seeing you.
Synod Assembly – June 7-8, 2019 – Grand Hotel, Minot
Pre-Assembly Workshop – June 6 – Grand Hotel, Minot
Mission Gala – Thursday Evening June 6 – Christ Lutheran, Minot
Synod Assembly Offering Challenge…
It was two years ago that the Synod Assembly approved adding a third leg to Western North Dakota Endowment Fund. That fund
is called the Accompaniment Fund. Earnings from the fund will help ensure there are staff available to walk with those considering
a call to ministry and staff available to walk with congregations in discerning what Christ-centered ministry they are called to engage.
To help “seed” this new leg of the Endowment Fund, a special offering will be taken during opening worship at synod assembly.
One congregation in each of the seven conferences have agreed to bring $2,500 to $5,000 in offering. Those congregations are:
Oak Valley, Velva – Faith, Bismarck – Good Shepherd, Bismarck – St. John, Dickinson – First, Williston – Prairie Lutheran Parish,
Stanley and First, Minot. I am thankful to these congregations.
In addition, the leaders of these congregations have agreed to encourage at least seven other congregations in their conference to
bring $250 to $500 for this special offering. Here is where you all come in – if you have not talked about this yet in your congregation, I ask that you engage it now. You have an opportunity to help provide additional resources which will serve your congregation
well into the future.
Thanks in advance for your generosity. We are blessed to be in ministry together.
Discernment Events…
The Spring Assignment of Seminary Graduates has come and gone. In that process one person was assigned to our synod. We are
thankful for the gift this person brings and we shall see what happens for them in the call process. The Spring Assignment Process
showed again the deep divide between the number of candidates needed and the number available. There are no signs that this will
change any time soon – we need more rostered leaders!
With that in mind we continue to provide discernment events. Here are a couple that will be taking place in the coming months:

•

May 31-June 1st : Discernment Retreat for Senior High Youth

June 21st, 6:30 -8:30 PM, Synod Office: Discernment Dinner
God Bless All!
Mark Narum
Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod

Council Meeting Minutes
Peace Lutheran Church
April 9, 2019 7:00 PM
Present: Jeff Anderson, Eric Halvorson, Bev Holdahl, Marilyn Huschka, Pastor Mike Pretzer, Tammy Sadowsky, and
Kim Jones.
Absent: Jessica Bertelson, Heather Fagerberg, Derek Jilek, Travis Kupper
1) Meeting called to order by President, Bev Holdahl
2) Devotion: Pastor Mike led prayer and devotion from Palm Sunday Processional Gospel, even the rocks praised God,
God is our rock foundation.
3) MSC Jeff/Eric to accept the minutes from March.
4) Agenda was reviewed; MSC Marilyn/Jeff.
5) Leadership Reports –
Pastor Mike officiated for the funeral of Butch Gresz at Ladbury Funeral Home. He has led worship services at St
Luke’s and St Benedict Homes and also a service at St John’s Episcopal. He has had one home visit, taught
First Communion Class on April 8, and had confirmation interviews. Pastor Mike contacted Sister Marie regarding use of the church for Spiritual Direction Counseling; Sister said it will possibly start in the fall. Pastor
and Alecia will be on vacation after Easter, April 22 to May 2. Pastoral coverage 4/22-4/26 will be Pastor Lisa
Lewton/Pastor Joe Natwick from St John Lutheran, Dickinson. Pastor Dorothy Stein, Killdeer, will be on call
4/27-5/2. Diane Melby will preach April 28.
No President report
6) Stewardship – Financial report reviewed. MSC Tammy/Jeff. Bev did visit with Heather regarding set fee for St
John’s every month. Heather to contact Carmen at St John’s.
7) Worship –
Last Lenten Service will be April 10 at St John’s, Richardton. Soup suppers and services have been going well.
Palm branches have been ordered for Palm Sunday.
Easter Services – St John, Richardton breakfast at 7am with services at 8 am. Peace service will be at 10 am, with
Confirmation. Pastor to put notice in bulletin regarding Easter Lilies for service. First Communion will be celebrated for two on Maundy Thursday and one on Easter Sunday.
Worship Helpers – pianist scheduling in the works. Council sign up list of duties posted on bulletin board. Lanie to
remove carpet fund request from bulletin, replace with parking lot fund request.
Summer Worship – tentative service dates for Wednesday services, June 12, July 10, and August 7, with 6 pm meal
and 7 pm worship service.
Altar Guild – Pastor and Lynette Harstad have organized banners, cupboards, helpers have cleaned candles.
Caring Hands – Tammy and Naomi created lists. They will work on list of duties.
Joint Worship with St John, Richardton – June 30 in Richardton.
8) Faith FormationKool Gang – year end celebration to be held Sunday May 12.
Confirmation – robes arranged, flowers and cake ordered. Seventh Grade Students to serve fellowship.
First Communion Class – great parent participation. Group supper, communion bread was made.
9) Community Partnerships
Community Garden - $250 donation received from American Bank employees. Planning group to meet and plot
needs to be cultivated.
AMEN Food Pantry – third Thursday of each Month
Preschools – Kid’s Academy having a pizza fundraiser 4/15.
AA Groups – Pastor to inform group of Maundy Thursday service.
WND Synod – Synod assembly coming up. Tim Holdahl and Alecia Pretzer delegates
Badlands Ministries – Camp Sunday is May 5. It was suggested we have a donation basket for camper scholarships
available during fellowship. Also Pickle Jar will be passed every Sunday in May for this. Church usually pays
half of camper fee for participants from church.
Lutheran Social Services – no report
Grace Action Chapel – possible joint service in the future.
Girl Scouts – still using the church building
10) Building and Property – Parking lot is the main issue at this time. Jeff to contact Tooz regarding options. Organ
has been removed. Building Fund to be used for church maintenance.
11) Communication –
Newsletter – possible bimonthly issues through the summer
Constant Contact – Pastor writes the message, Lanie putting it together
12) Next Meeting Date – May 21 at 7 PM
13) Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
14) Meeting adjourned.
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