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Western Edge Parish (Peace Lutheran, Dickinson & St. John's Lutheran, Richardton)
Serving the community in partnership.

From the Pastor
April 2019
During April the season of Lent gives way to the season of Easter.
Bear in mind, this is not an easy transition. The groaning of Lent
culminates in the deep rooted cries of Holy Week. Death can be
ugly and difficult. The image of Christ dying on the cross gives
us a glimpse of the agonizing nature of death and the cost of sacrificial love. Verse three of the hymn, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” keeps ringing in my head: See from his head, his
hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. Did ever
such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Thankfully, the moods and sentiments of Holy Week are quickly
overshadowed by the joyful shouts that “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” Easter is all about new life, new beginnings, peace and assurance. The darkness
of death will never have the final say! We can walk away from Easter Sunday morning with a
new and fresh bounce in our step, with new purpose and meaning for our lives.
The new life of Easter is active and busy. Martin Luther said, “Our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.” In an ELCA publication called Seeds for the Parish it says, “We are a
church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith and life. We continually strive for a
deeper understanding of what the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ means for the world.
Doing so puts us right where God wants us to be: in the thick of life.”
Yes, Easter thrusts us into the thick of life. Grateful for this life and thankful for the promise
of the life yet to come, we are called to be engaged in our faith and life. In other words, don’t
be a lump! Participate in life, be active in the church, love and serve your neighbor, praise
and give thanks to God. As Luther says, our faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing! If
your faith life looks like a lump, then this Easter is just the right time to embrace a new beginning.
May God put a new bounce in your step and give you new purpose and meaning! Happy
Easter
With Peace,
Pastor Mike Pretzer

Confirmation Retreat
The confirmation class held a retreat/lock-in at
the church on Friday March 15th. The topic for
study was Luther’s Small Catechism. Games
were played to help learn about the Apostle’s
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and the 10 Commandments. We had a pizza supper at the
church (thanks to all the parents who provided
food, drinks and snacks!!). The group took a
break from their hard work of studying to goat
gaze at Pastor Mike’s place. The goats and cat
may have been the most popular activity of the
night.

The evening ended by watching the movie Toy
Story. In the story Buzz is reminded that he belongs to Andy and is loved and valued. This
realization comes in a moment of despair when
he looks at Andy’s name written on the bottom
of his shoe. That seen reminds us that we belong to God. We are claimed by God with the
cross on our forehead at baptism. Remembering that God calls us by name and claims us as
God’s own can give us comfort and strength in
our times of despair.

Confirmation
The service for the Affirmation of Baptism otherwise know as Confirmation will take place at
Peace Lutheran on Easter Sunday morning
April 21st, 2019. The three eighth graders being confirmed this year are:
McKenzie Davenport daughter of Mike
and Deanna Davenport
Bailee Kupper daughter of Crissie and
Travis Kupper
Matthew Pretzer son of Alecia and Pastor Mike Pretzer
Please join them and their families for cake and
coffee which will be served by the seventh
grade confirmation students and their parents
following worship.

First Communion
Just a reminder, if you have a child who is ready
to participate in Holy Communion, a first communion class will be held on Monday, April 8th
from 4 to 7 pm at Peace Lutheran. We will make
bread together, eat a meal and learn about God’s
gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. Let Pastor
Mike know if you wish to participate. First communion will take place on either Maundy Thursday April 18th or Easter Sunday April 21st. That
decision will be made the night of first communion instruction.

Holy Week
The week before Easter is called Holy Week. Our Lenten preparation and repentance deepens
as we focus on the events of Jesus’ life from His entrance into Jerusalem until His death on the
cross and burial in the garden tomb. Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week, commemorates
the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11). Because the complete account of the Lord’s Passion from Matthew, Mark, or Luke is often read, this Sunday is also
called the Sunday of the Passion.
On Holy (Maundy) Thursday, the Church gives thanks to Jesus for the institution of the
Lord’s Supper. This is a fest day, and the color used to decorate the church is white. The Holy
Thursday service closes with the stripping of the altar. This reminds us of how our Lord
stripped to the waist to wash His disciples’ feet– and how He was stripped and beaten before
His crucifixion.
Good Friday is the most solemn of all days in the
Christian Church; yet a note of joy remains, as the
title of the day indicates. On Good Friday, as we
remember that on account of our sin the Lord
was crucified and died, we give joyful thanks to
God that all sin and God’s wrath over sin falls on
Jesus and not on us, and that by His grace we receive the benefit of this most sacrificial act.

PRAYERS FOR HEALING,
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S IN RICHARDTON

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan
Magstadt. Harrison born at 24 weeks 1lb 8oz (relative
Betty Getz
of Armin-Lorraine Treiber)
Darlene Zentner (Ralph’s sister)
Eden Karpyak & family
Kristin Johnson
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Shawn Hauck (Treiber’s nephew)
James
Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Wellde Heinle (Tom Kitzan’s cousin) Recurrence of
Belle Kvale (Bev’s Mom)
cancer
Arlyne
Magstad
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Shirley Kitzan
COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
Norbert Amann
All those serving in the military & their families. Our Dee Homelvig (Glen Homelvigs Wife) Chemotherapy
partner congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in RichJayden Olson
ardton, Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries,
Louis Treiber (Armin Brother) Cancer
the Ministries in the Central African Republic.
Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)

Events In April
April 7– Gospel Concert at 2 pm @ Calvary Chapel in Dickinson. Featuring Colleen Reinhardt.
April 8– First Communion Class
April 9– Amen Food Panty 2-4 & Council Meeting @ 7pm
April 21– Easter Sunday & Confirmation Sunday

Gospel Seeds - April 2019
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff
“The Kingdom of God is like…”
Above is the theme we will gather around for this year’s synod assembly. It is intended to help us imagine our way into where
God is calling us as individuals, as congregations and as a synod together.
Jesus uses this line numerous times in the Gospels – as the opening of a variety of parables. It seems that Jesus is trying to help
people understand what Kingdom looks like. Why? I think because he is inviting us to keep our eyes open for it.
Kingdom might be a word which is hard to relate to for 21 st Century Americans. We do not live under a king. So, for some, replacing the word “kingdom” for “reign” of God or “rule” of God helps us connect the concept with our modern day lives. So
where do we see the Kingdom, Reign or Rule of God? Wherever God’s will is done.
So, God’s Kingdom is most certainly in the future in heaven. But it also comes in glimpses in this world when followers of the
risen Christ serve their neighbor with love, grace and mercy. It happens when the hungry are fed, the stranger is shown love, those
in prison are visited and much more.
In mid-April, registration for synod assembly will open. Every rostered minister of the synod is required to be at assembly. Every
congregation is allowed to bring at least 2 voting members to assembly – watch the registration material where you will see that
larger congregations are able to bring more voting members based on their membership. There is also an option to come as a visitor,
which is explained in the registration material.
Synod Assembly really is a faith formation event. We will gather for worship, engage in Bible Study, hear about creative and
Christ-centered ministries in our synod and beyond. You will get the opportunity to ask questions of other congregational leaders to
help build faith in Christ within your congregation.
This year our churchwide guest is Rev. Phil Hirsch the new Executive Director of the ELCA Domestic Mission Unit. We look
forward to seeing you.
Synod Assembly – June 7-8, 2019 – Grand Hotel, Minot
Pre-Assembly Workshop – June 6 – Grand Hotel, Minot
Mission Gala – Thursday Evening June 6 – Christ Lutheran, Minot
Synod Assembly Offering Challenge…
It was two years ago that the Synod Assembly approved adding a third leg to Western North Dakota Endowment Fund. That fund
is called the Accompaniment Fund. Earnings from the fund will help ensure there are staff available to walk with those considering
a call to ministry and staff available to walk with congregations in discerning what Christ-centered ministry they are called to engage.
To help “seed” this new leg of the Endowment Fund, a special offering will be taken during opening worship at synod assembly.
One congregation in each of the seven conferences have agreed to bring $2,500 to $5,000 in offering. Those congregations are:
Oak Valley, Velva – Faith, Bismarck – Good Shepherd, Bismarck – St. John, Dickinson – First, Williston – Prairie Lutheran Parish,
Stanley and First, Minot. I am thankful to these congregations.
In addition, the leaders of these congregations have agreed to encourage at least seven other congregations in their conference to
bring $250 to $500 for this special offering. Here is where you all come in – if you have not talked about this yet in your congregation, I ask that you engage it now. You have an opportunity to help provide additional resources which will serve your congregation
well into the future.
Thanks in advance for your generosity. We are blessed to be in ministry together.
Discernment Events…
The Spring Assignment of Seminary Graduates has come and gone. In that process one person was assigned to our synod. We are
thankful for the gift this person brings and we shall see what happens for them in the call process. The Spring Assignment Process
showed again the deep divide between the number of candidates needed and the number available. There are no signs that this will
change any time soon – we need more rostered leaders!
With that in mind we continue to provide discernment events. Here are a couple that will be taking place in the coming months:

•

May 31-June 1st : Discernment Retreat for Senior High Youth

June 21st, 6:30 -8:30 PM, Synod Office: Discernment Dinner
God Bless All!
Mark Narum
Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod

Council Meeting Minutes
Peace Lutheran Church
March 19, 2019 7:00 PM
Present: Jeff Anderson, Jessica Bertelson, Eric Halvorson, Bev Holdahl, Pastor Mike Pretzer, Tammy Sadowsky, and Kim Jones.
Absent: Heather Fagerberg, Derek Jilek, Travis Kupper
1) Meeting called to order by President, Bev Holdahl
2) Devotion: Pastor Mike led prayer and devotion on Psalm 63, a search for God and joy.
3) MSC Jeff/Eric to accept the minutes from February.
4) Agenda was reviewed; MSC Kim/Jessica.
5) Leadership Reports Pastor MikePastor Mike is a trained coach for Pastors in the Synod. He has been coaching via phone.
Pastor and Alesha will be on vacation after Easter, April 22 to May 2. Pastor is working to line up pastoral coverage: Diane Melby will
preach April 28; Pastor Dorothy Stein, Killdeer, will be on-call 4/27-5/2.
Pastor has had a request to rent the church for a graduation open house for a non-member. Council discussed the issue and suggested a
$100 rental fee and a contract should be signed. MSC Tammy/Jeff
Friday, May 24 at 9:30 am, there is a funeral scheduled. Lady J’s to cater and it was determined that Lady J’s should staff serving the
lunch.
Life Touch Directory has been tentatively scheduled for October 24, 25, & 26 for church directory pictures. Council members to get
feedback from congregation if a directory is wanted.
Pastor was contacted by Sister Marie Hunkler from the Priory, Richardton. Sister Marie would like to do Spiritual Direction Counseling
on Fridays, at Peace. Council discussed and felt a donation for use of church would be sufficient.
Pastor mentioned Angel 37, a Tuesday night free community meal at Queen of Peace. Various groups serve from 70-130 meals. Council
discussed that this might be an activity that we could do with another group(s).
Pastor mentioned a mailing he got from Secretary of State Al Jaeger, One Stop-First Stop. Jessica thought this was a registering process
for contractors.
President’s report
6) Stewardship – financial report was reviewed. MSC Jessica/Tammy
7) Worship –
A. Partnership Relationship St John’s, Richardton
1. Richardton Council met recently. St John would like a set amount to pay for their share of expenses,
so that they can just send a check and not wait for a bill. They also said they felt their share for
Pulpit supply should be 50/50. Pastor Mike/Bev to visit with Heather regarding this issue.
2. Joint service to be held March 31 at Peace. Coffee and goodies to be served after services. Notice
to be put in the bulletin for volunteers to bring bars, etc.
3. Holy Week services. Maundy Thursday service 7 pm at Peace. Pastor will coordinate volunteers to
strip the Altar, while Psalm 22 is read. Good Friday service at St John’s Richardton. Easter
Sunday, St John’s will have a 7 AM breakfast with 8 AM service. Easter service at Peace at 10 AM
with Confirmation and possible First Communion service.
4. First Communion class will be held April 8.
5. Pastor ordered Palm Branches for April 14 for Peace, St John, Richardton and St John Episcopal.
Worship Helpers –
Music – Sylvia and Roene scheduled to play through Easter. Sylvia to be gone in May/June and most of summer. Kim to work with
Roene to schedule Sunday pianist.
Council sign up – Lanie to send out email with schedule to council.
Altar Guild – Lynnette Harstad has been working with Pastor. Binder with banners/pariments pictures has been compiled. A possible training
meeting to be scheduled with how to’s on setting up communion.
Caring Hands – Tammy and Naomi Thorson to work on this.
8) Faith Formation
A. Kool Gang will do an end of year celebration. Date is pending.
B. Confirmation – Confirmation will be Easter Sunday, April 21. Confirmation had a lock-in March 15
from 4-10 PM. Great parent participation, snacks, movie, games, Luther’s Small Catechism and goat
gazing.
9) Community Partnerships –
A. Community Garden – Bev , Betty, and Pastor to work on
B. AMEN Food Pantry – Lanie has dates in office
C. Preschools – Jeff to compile list of phone numbers with who to call in an emergency, this for both Jamie
(Room to Bloom) and Pastor.
D. AA group – no report
E. WND Synod – no report
F. Badlands Ministries – Camp Sunday will be May 5, will preach at both churches. Bible School scheduled
for July 28 through August 1.
G. Lutheran Social Services – no report
H. Grace Action Chapel – They will be holding their 5th Anniversary Celebration March 28-31.
I. Girl Scouts – Still meeting here. Tammy mentioned that Nicole got her gold star with work with the
Community Garden.
10) Building and Property
A. Parking lot – needs pot holes filled in after frost lifts from ground. Jeff to contact Tooz about fill.
B. Organ removal – Jeff to work on this
11) Worship –
A. Pastor thankful for Council help with greeting before services.
B. Summer Wednesday evening services – will plan for services the third Wednesday in June, July, August.
12) Communication – Laney has been doing a great job with Constant Contact. It was suggested that a link for
the church newsletter and the Synod website be added to Constant Contact communications. Church schedule needs to be fixed on website. Pastor
will send email list around again to make sure everyone is on the Constant Contact list.
13) Next meeting – Tuesday, April 9, 2019, at 7 PM
14) The Lord’s Prayer
15) Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Jones
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Lentin Service @ Peace
Soup @ 6, Worship @ 7
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AA– 5:30-8:30PM New
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Amen Food Pantry 2-4

AA– 5:30-8:30PM New
Freedom
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Good Friday Worship @ AA-8-11:30am Live
St, Johns @ 4pm
GAC- 5:30-9pm

Council Meeting @ 7pm Lentin Service @ St.
Johns; Soup @ 6, Worship @ 7
AMEN Food Pantry 2-4
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Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM

Peace Worship-10AM First Communion Instruction 4-7pm
SJR– 8AM

14 Palm Sunday
Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM

GAC– 12:30-4:30PM

Peace Worship10AM
SJR– 8AM

22

GAC– 12:30-4:30PM
21 Easter Sunday
Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM

29

Confirmation Sunday
Peace Worship-10AM
SJR– 8AM
GAC– 12:30-4:30PM
28 Peace Worship10AM. Pot luck to
follow
SJR– 8AM
GAC– 12:30-4:30PM
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