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From the Pastor
March 2019

This year, the beginning of March marks the beginning of Lent. On Wednesday, March 6th, we will gather at
Peace Lutheran for a meal of soup and bread and a service of worship. We will pull out again the Holden
Evening Prayer booklet to use during the Wednesday Night Worship services. The first Wednesday night
service begins with an ashen cross smeared upon your forehead. It is a reminder of our humble beginnings,
that we were created from dust! Sometimes called mud, clay or simply “the earth”, God formed us from this
dirty mess and breathed the beauty of life into us. Ash Wednesday reminds us of our humble beginning as
well as our humble end. “To dust you shall return” reminds us that life has an end. In the end, we return
from where we came.
But God’s breath of life never leaves us. Even though our earthy body returns, well, to the earth, our spirit,
this breath of God within us, lives on. In fact, it also returns. It returns to God. Our beginning is our end and
our end is our return. But in-between our beginning and end, we have some work to do. God gives us life for
the purpose of praising God! Some fridge benefits of this life of praise include the pleasure of relationships,
the beauty of creation, and the joy of life and love. The season of Lent helps us refocus our efforts to praise,
to care for others and to contemplate the deep overwhelming love of God in Christ Jesus.
Please join us! We will sharpen our focus this Lenten season with a resource called Sermon on the Mount.
It’s a 6 week series for the season of Lent around Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in the book of Matthew. I
once read one pastor’s opinion which said that this section of Matthew (chapters 5-7) is the most important
section of scripture and that it should be read over and over again. So, we will dissect a piece of it each
Wednesday during our Lenten service. (If you want some homework before you come to the Lenten services, read and re-read Matthew Chapters 5-7 each week of Lent!)

I truly hope you will
find the meal, the fellowship and the worship
a meaningful experience during your journey through Lent!
With Peace,
Pastor Mike Pretzer

Lenten services will alternate between Peace and St
John’s/Richardton, with Ash Wednesday 3/6/19 as the
first service at Peace.
The theme will be Sermon on the Mount. Soup supper will be at 6 PM, with worship at 7 PM.
Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Ash Wednesday. In this service we remember that we
who are poor in spirit, who mourn, and who hunger and
thirst for righteousness are called blessed by our Savior.
Ash Wednesday reminds us that though we have been
brought low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life
in him through the cross.

Welcome to the new members at Peace Lutheran! If
you still have some interest
in becoming a member of
Peace Lutheran Church,
another new member Sunday will be held in the fall.

Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Week 1 of Lent. In this service we remember that Christ
calls us to be salt and light in this world of sin. We who
have tasted and seen his great love for us on the cross can
spend our Lent savoring his salvation and shining with
his glory and grace in the places where he has put us.
Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Week 2 of Lent. In this service we remember that Lent is
a season of prayer and fasting. We grow in our relationship with Christ by communicating with him, and we
learn more about him and ourselves by giving up those
things that can distract us from our connection to him.
Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Week 3 of Lent. In this service we recognize that so
much of our lives, even in Lent, is spent worrying about
what might happen or what has happened. Christ teaches
us to stop being anxious, but simply to trust that he
knows what is best and will take care of us to the very
end.
Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Week 4 of Lent. In this service we recognize that we live
in a very judgmental world, so Jesus’ advice not to judge
sounds radical to our modern ears. When we leave all
judgment up to God, we free ourselves to look at one another through fresh and forgiving eyes.
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Michael, Miya, Alecia, and Pastor Mike Pretzer.
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Join us for the Sermon on the Mount special service for
Week 5 of Lent. In this service we recognize that we
build our lives on very shaky foundations, and then we
are surprised when things start collapsing. Jesus reminds
us in his teachings that the only solid foundation is himself, the Rock of our salvation. On him alone we build.

First Communion at Peace Lutheran
It’s that time of year when we start to make plans for the first communion of our
young people. Over the years the Church (ELCA) has lowered the age limits for
first communion. The operating philosophy is that communion can take place
after baptism and when parent, child and pastor feel the child is ready. In essence, there is no longer a set age when children can begin to take communion.
If you have a young person who is ready to receive communion, please let me
know. For now, I have a tentative date for first communion instruction at Peace
Lutheran on the calendar for Monday, April 8th, 2019. We can start after school,
make communion bread together, have a meal, do instruction and also practice
for the night of first communion. The evening will end around 7 pm (ish).
We will recognize those receiving their first communion at the
Maundy Thursday worship service on Thursday April 18th, at 7:00
PM at Peace Lutheran Church. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know!
Pastor Mike

Thanks to the Alter Committee for doing such a
great job!

Thank you to all who donated to the LSS Fundraiser! The donation has been sent to LSS to continue
the work of loving our neighbor! The total amount
given will be in the next constant contact!
Lent is just around the corner! We begin with an Ash Wednesday joint worship service for Peace and St. John's Lutheran
Churches on March 6th at Peace Lutheran in Dickinson. A soup
supper will be served at 6:00 pm. The worship service with the
imposition of ashes will begin at 7:00 pm. Please join us for this
service and the rest of the midweek services during Lent.
The Great Plains Food Bank will be stopping
in Dickinson on Tuesday, March 12 to host
a Pop Up Perishable distribution at the
Biesiot Activities Center parking lot –
south side by the alley! We will distribute
from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm MST. With the
frigid weather we will be doing a DRIVE
THROUGH distribution. Cars will line up and
drive down either side of the pallets which
will consist of mainly perishable food, but will
also have some bakery and shelf stable items.
There is no pre-registration required, though
each household will need to complete a short
intake form on site. Anyone in need of food
assistance from any community is welcome!
If someone cannot attend during a distribution time, is home bound or does not have
transportation we welcome others to come
pick up for those folks.
To make this distribution run smoothly we are looking to recruit 35 – 40 volunteers (the
more the merrier). If you would like to volunteer, please let me know by email or phone
701.390.2513. Volunteers will be helping line up the cars, get the clients checked in, open
boxes, break down pallets, and finally load the food into the cars!
Rachel Monge

Dear Members and Friends of Peace Lutheran

Everyone is talking about the weather lately, or most likely complaining about how cold its has been.
Keep Peace Lutheran in mind as its warm inside our walls, our members are friendly and we have great
potluck meals! It’s a great place to spend a cold Wednesday evening or Sunday morning.
We welcomed two new members to our church council this month, Jessica Bertelsen and Derek Jilek.
Thank you to Naomi Thorsen and Shane Schmidt for the time and talents they shared with Peace over the
years. It does take time and commitment to be on church council, be sure to thank each of our council
members for their efforts. We discussed at our council meeting to have a work day this spring, if you see
something that you think needs addressed please let a council member know.
Lenten services will be starting soon, we will be having soup suppers each week, alternating between
Peace and St John’s in Richardton. Please join us for some great soup, fellowship and worship.

Blessings to all,
Bev Holdahl
President, Peace Lutheran Church

PRAYERS FOR HEALING,
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOHN’S IN RICHARDTON

Harrison Job Magstadt & his parents Haley & Nathan
Magstadt. Harrison born at 24 weeks 1lb 8oz (relative
Betty Getz
of Armin-Lorraine Treiber)
Darlene
Zentner (Ralph’s sister)
Eden Karpyak & family
Kristin Johnson
Deidra Shannon (Terry H. cousin)
Shawn Hauck (Treiber’s nephew)
James Hauter (Lynn Johnson’s Father)
Megan Grabow (Shelby & Derek Sister-in-Law)
Wellde Heinle (Tom Kitzan’s cousin) Recurrence of
Belle Kvale (Bev’s Mom)
cancer
Arlyne Magstad
Kristina, Katy & the Neuharth Family
Shirley Kitzan
COMMUNITY PRAYERS:
Norbert Amann
Dee
Homelvig
(Glen
Homelvigs Wife) Chemotherapy
All those serving in the military & their families. Our
partner congregation, St. John’s Lutheran in RichJayden Olson
ardton, Lutheran Social Services, Badlands Ministries,
Louis Treiber (Armin Brother) Cancer
the Ministries in the Central African Republic.
Jacob Huber (relative of Kofflers)

Events In March
March 6– Ash Wednesday Service: Soup @ 6pm, Worship
@ 7pm
March 14– Amen Food Pantry 2-4pm
March 19– Council Meeting @ 7pm

Gospel Seeds - March 2019
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff
Why????
I was reading the Peace Lutheran, Burlington newsletter recently and in it Pastor Emily Nesdahl wrote about spending a year paying attention and asking a simple question “Why?” Shortly after reading that column I had conversation with another leader – who
was trying to understand lots of “whys” about their context. Later I attended a training event, where we were taught to “peel back
the onion”, to dig deeper into the layers, asking questions like – “Why do you think that is so?” “Why has that been important?”
Why – Why – Why – indeed.
Asking good questions helps us think deeply about issues of faith and life. Questions like “Why?” can help us rediscover what is
at the core of our lives, recover forgotten stories of our history, help us ponder if what has always been done is really what we need
to be doing now.
I hope that asking good questions helps us be reminded that at the heart of what we do as church is Jesus Christ. We have been
saved and set free by his death and resurrection. This gift we have been given is not meant to be kept to ourselves but shared. Why?
Because it is too precious, too costly, too life-giving to hoard.
As we move into Lent, I encourage you to be asking lots of good faith questions. Questions open our minds to new learning and
deeper faith.
Calling all Lutherans!
Lutheran Day at the Capitol is Thursday, April 4th in Bismarck.
This is an opportunity for you to put Your Faith in Action. Meet your legislators, learn about the issues and give Voice to the concerns of our Just and Caring communities.
Highlights will include a breakfast with legislators, including good conversation with ELCA and LSS leaders, opportunities to
observe committee work with debates on issues of the day, displays and presentations on the social ministries and good work of Lutherans across North Dakota, and a chance to join your District Senator or one of your State Representatives at their desk that day
for Floor Session. Let us know if you can join us for Lutheran Day at the Capitol, or if you have questions. Please specify which
Legislative District you are coming from, or which legislator you would like to sit with at Floor Session. Email Dan Hannaher, Director of Community Engagement at LSSND DanH@lssnd.org
Register now for the March 29th Youth Ministry Event with
Matt Skinner, “Does the Bible Tell me What to Believe.”
Open to youth confirmation age through high school.
Also, registration is open for the March 30th Matt Skinner GIFTS
Event – “Understand the Apostle Paul and his understanding of the
Gospel.”
Synod Council Actions…
Your Western ND Synod Council met February 15 and 16 in Minot. I am thankful for this faithful and wise group of lay and rostered leaders from across our synod. Here is some of what happened:
-Spent a significant amount of time talking about Cultural Diversity-ethnic, economic, racial and philosophical. Formed a task force
to create a plan to expand competency
-Spent time Dwelling in the Word and sharing “Times when we have experienced God’s miracles.”
-Celebrated the fact that congregations shared over $1.148 million dollars in unrestricted Mission Support – and talked about the
incredible generosity in this synod from both individuals and congregations
-Heard an update from Deacon Anna Dykeman with Lutheran Campus Ministry at Minot State including student engagement in
Service Learning Projects and the concern over among students
-Heard an update on Synod Assembly 2019, “The Kingdom of God Is Like… Dreams…Demands…Desires” and that Rev. Phil
Hirsch, newly appointed Executive Director for Domestic Mission, will be our churchwide representative.
-Revised the 2019 Fiscal Plan and Approved a 2020 Fiscal Spending Plan which will be shared, discussed and voted on at Synod
Assembly
-Approved Minimum Compensation Guidelines which are based on a 2.8% raise calculated on the first year step, this proposal will
be presented and voted on at synod assembly
-Appointed the Synod Council Executive Committee to the role of Synod Transition Team it will be their task to prepare for the
process of discernment leading up to the election of the next Bishop.
God Bless All!
Mark Narum
Serving as Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod

Council Meeting Minutes
Peace Lutheran Church
February 19, 2019
7:00 PM
Present: Jeff Anderson, Jessica Bertelsen, Bev Holdahl, Marilyn Huschka, Travis Kupper, Pastor Mike Pretzer, Kim Jones.
Absent: Heather Fagerberg, Eric Halvorson, Derek Jilek, Tammy Sadowsky
1) Meeting called to order by Bev Holdahl
2) Devotion: Pastor Mike led prayer and devotion on the Beatitudes, based on the Gospel of Luke. The Beatitudes will be the focus
for Lent.
3) MSC Kim/Marilyn to accept the minutes from January
4) Additions to agenda; MSC as amended Jeff/Travis
5) Leadership Reports Pastor Mike reported that he is on the worship rotation at both St Benedict and St Luke’s Homes. First Communion class will
be scheduled tentatively sometime in April at the church with participant’s First Communion during Maundy Thursday
service. Lenten theme will be the Sermon on the Mount, Holden Evening Prayer will be used, and there will be disposition
of ashes on Ash Wednesday March 6. Pastor Mike will be attending a continuing education event at Lake Metigoshe
March 3-5. The Gideon’s had also contacted the church about a possible presentation. New Member Welcome Sunday will
be February 24: Pretzers, Jileks, and Days to be welcomed.
President’s report –
Election of Council officers: MSC Jeff/Kim – Bev Holdahl, President; MSC Kim/Marilyn – Jeff Anderson, Vice President;
MSC Marilyn/Travis – Kim Jones, Secretary.
Jessica Bertelsen was welcomed as member elected at Annual Meeting.
MSC Jeff/Travis that Derek Jilek be accepted as member on Council.
6) Stewardship – financial report was reviewed. MSC Travis/Jeff
7) Worship –
Lenten services will alternate between Peace and St John’s/Richardton, with Ash Wednesday 3/6/19 as the first service at Peace.
Soup supper will be at 6 PM, with worship at 7 PM. Sign-up sheet for soup, bread, and dessert will be circulated for volunteers. Laney to make the sign-up sheet.
Roene and Sylvia coordinating as pianist for Sunday Services, and will also play for Lenten services at Peace. Council sign-up
sheet circulated at meeting.
Lynette Harstad and Pastor have been taking pictures of paraments and banners to be compiled in a binder to make it easier to
know what needs to be used for different seasons in the church. Caroline Blake, Terry Halvorson, Lynette Harstad and
Kim Jones volunteered to be on the Altar Guild at the Annual Meeting.
Tammy Sadowsky and Naomi Thorson to be working on Caring Hands lists.
8) Faith Formation
A. Kool Gang going OK.
B. Confirmation – Sermon notes will be required of Confirmation students during Lent.
Confirmation will be Easter Sunday, April 21. Those to be confirmed are Bailey Kupper,
McKenzie Davenport, and Matthew Pretzer. It was suggested that members of the 7 th
Grade Confirmation class should help with serving the cake. Supplies needed for that
day will be flowers, cake, robes from upstairs and pictures. There will be a lock in at
church, March 15 from 4PM to Midnight. Food, fun and Luther’s Small Catechism.
C. Pastor to plan an Adult topic for Wednesday after service for parents/others
9) Community Partnerships –
A. Community Garden – no report
B. AMEN Food Pantry – date for volunteers from Peace in bulletin
C. Preschools
1. Kids Academy – contract ready for signatures
2. Room to Bloom – contract in the works
D. AA group – invitation from group for Open Meeting February 23, breakfast and speaker
E. WND Synod – no report
F. Badlands Ministries – no report
G. Lutheran Social Services – Church potluck and free will donation after services on
Sunday, 2/24/19 to celebrate their 100th anniversary
H. Grace Action Chapel – no report
I. Girl Scouts – no report
10) Building and Property
A. A spring work day will be planned. Make note of any projects in need of completion.
B. Snow removal – Ron Tormaschy
11) Worship – Sunday Worship at 10 am. It would be very helpful to have help with setting up
Communion, lighting the candles, etc, so that Pastor could greet and welcome people.
Wednesday service, Kool Gang, Confirmation will not meet during Lent, with Lenten
services alternating between Peace and St John’s Richardton. Regular Wednesday
services/Kool Gang will begin again after Easter.
12) Communication – Laney has been doing a great job with newsletter and Constant Contact.
Need to send email list around again to make sure everyone is on the Constant Contact list.
13) Next meeting – Tuesday March 19, 2019, at 7 PM
14) The Lord’s Prayer
15) Meeting adjourned.
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Worship @ 7pm
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Confirmation Lock In
4pm-12am
AA– 5:30-8:30PM New
Freedom

22

Lentin Service @ St, John Amen Food Pantry 2-4
Soup @ 6, Worship @ 7

Ash Wednesday WorAmen Food Pantry 2pm
ship with soup @ 6:00pm

6
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AA-Alcoholics Anonymous

KA– Kid Academy Preschool (Monday-Thursday)

Tue

R2B– Room to Bloom Preschool (Tuesday/Thursday)
BE– Beginning Experience
Mon

4

GAC– 9-10PM

Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM

11

GAC– 9-10PM

Peace Worship-10AM Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM
SJR– 8AM
GAC– 12:30-4:30PM

10 Peace Worship10AM
SJR– 8AM
GAC– 12:30-4:30PM
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17

Council Meeting @ 7PM Lentin Service @ Peace
Soup @ 6, Worship @ 7

27

Lentin Service @ St, John AA– 5:30-8:30PM New
Soup @ 6, Worship @ 7 Freedom

28

Peace Worship-10AM Girl Scouts 4-5:30PM
GAC– 9-10PM
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26

AA– 5:30-8:30PM New
Freedom
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GAC– 2:30-4:30PM

24 Peace Worship10AM. Pot luck to
follow
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GAC– 12:30-4:30PM
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