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Sunday, April 22, 2018 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Introduction 
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives 

the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his 

love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of 

sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need. 

 

The Gathering 
Welcome & Announcements 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow, 

for Lake Sakakawea and the Heart River. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 

for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 



We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren,  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

                                                          

Gathering Hymn                “At the Lamb’s Hight Feast We Sing”                      ELW 362 
 
Kyrie                                                                                                                                        pg. 184  
 
Hymn of Praise                                                                                                                     pg. 185    
           

Prayer of the Day                                                      
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
We Pray: O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us 

into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make 

us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                                               Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of 

the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he is 

able to proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 



5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 

high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 
7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power 

or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed 

done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be 

known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you 

in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.    

Psalm                                                                                        Psalm 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 Second Reading                                                                     1 John 3:16-24 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 

share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 

love we fulfill God’s commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 



world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by 

this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 
22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and 

do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 

abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

    
Please stand to welcome the Gospel 

 
L: The Holy Gospel according to John 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.           
  Holy Gospel                                                                                             John 10:11-18 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 

cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 

sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 

other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 

to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves 

me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

 L: The Gospel of the Lord.  



C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon    
                                          
Hymn of the Day                  “The Lord’s My Shepherd”                                      ELW 778 
                                                           
Nicene Creed                    pg. 104     

                                                                                                   

Prayers of the People 
L: Lord in your mercy 
  C: Hear our prayer  
 

Sharing of the Peace                                                                                                 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
 C: And also with you 
We share signs of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Offering 
We collect the offering that supports God’s mission and ministry in and through Peace Lutheran Church. 

Offering Hymn                     “Christ Be Our Light”  vs. 1 & 5                               ELW 715 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                 pg.190 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                               pg. 190 

 
Words of Institution   
                                                                                                                                                                         
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             pg. 191  

                                                                   
Communion Distribution   
***This is God’s holy table. All who desire God’s healing, forgiveness, and new life are invited to 

come forward to receive the bread and the wine (grape juice (gold color) is available).  Those 
desiring a blessing are invited to come forward with their hands folded. 

 

Communion Hymn             “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                             ELW 484 



The Sending 

Blessing 

May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn                      “Praise the Lord Rise Up Rejoicing”                          ELW 544               

Dismissal 
L:   Alleluia! Christ is risen.                                    

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in Peace. Share the good news. 

 C: Thanks be to God.   
L: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 Worship Opportunities for 

EVERYONE Each Week: 

St. John’s Lutheran  
200 S. Main St, Richardton 

8:00 am   Sundays 

Peace Lutheran 
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 

9:30 am   Sundays 

6:30 pm Wednesday Nights 
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