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Sunday, April 8, 2018 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Introduction 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 

presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 

first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers 

us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a 

community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is 

in need. 

 

The Gathering 
Welcome & Announcements 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Just as God’s work of creation never ends, 

so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 

Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 

for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 

for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow, 

for Lake Sakakawea and the Heart River. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 

for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 

for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 

for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 



for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, 

and for all who gather here; 

for godparents and baptismal sponsors, 

for children and grandchildren,  

for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 

We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 

for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 

for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 

                                                          

Gathering Hymn                      “Now the Green Blade Rises”                             ELW 379  
 
Kyrie                                                                                                                                        pg. 184  
 
Hymn of Praise                                                                                                                     pg. 185    
           

Prayer of the Day                                                      
L: The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  
We Pray: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 

the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 

that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                                               Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian 

community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who 

were in need. 



32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 

each as any had need. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.    

Psalm                                                                                        Psalm 133 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  

 
 Second Reading                                                                      1 John 1:1-2:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our 

confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s 

death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 

the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 

declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 

declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with 

us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are 

writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 

and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while 

we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light 

as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 



his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 

us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, 

we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and 

he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

    
Please stand to welcome the Gospel 

 
L: The Holy Gospel according to John 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.           
  Holy Gospel                                                                                               John 20:19-31 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to 

Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 



Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 

name. 

 L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon    
                                          
Hymn of the Day                “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                   ELW 363  
                                                           
Nicene Creed                    pg. 104     

                                                                                                   

Prayers of the People 
L: Lord in your mercy 
  C: Hear our prayer  
 

Sharing of the Peace                                                                                                 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
 C: And also with you 
We share signs of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
 

Offering 
We collect the offering that supports God’s mission and ministry in and through Peace Lutheran Church. 

Offering Hymn                     “Christ Be Our Light”                                                 ELW 715 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             pg. 191                                           



The Sending 

Blessing 

May God who has brought us from death to life 

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn                 “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen”                              ELW 548               

Dismissal 
L:   Alleluia! Christ is risen.                                    

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in Peace. Share the good news. 

 C: Thanks be to God.   
L: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Worship Opportunities for 

EVERYONE Each Week: 

St. John’s Lutheran  
200 S. Main St, Richardton 

8:00 am   Sundays 

Peace Lutheran 
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 

9:30 am   Sundays 

6:30 pm Wednesday Nights 
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