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Sunday, March 11, 2018 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Introduction 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God 

makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today's gospel Jesus says he 

will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. 

When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in 

faith, for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 

. 

The Gathering 
Welcome & Announcements 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God of heaven and earth, 

you come in close and make us yours. 

Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, 

embrace your forgiveness, 

and seek the way you set before us in your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 

Merciful God, 

forgive us. 

Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 

We have spoken when we should have kept quiet. 

We were silent when we should have said something. 

We acted when we knew better. 

We were still when we know we should have moved. 

For the wrong we have done, 

for the good we have failed to do, 

have mercy on us, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



People of God, look to the ☩ Son, 

given to heal you and set you free 

because God loved the world so much. 

Take hold of life—eternal life! 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn                  “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”                       ELW 335                   
Prayer of the Day                                                      
 L: The Lord be with you.  
  C: And also with you.  
We Pray: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all 

our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Word 

First Reading                                          Numbers 21:4-9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 

grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for 
their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up 

on a pole. 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 

land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 

God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 

that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 

speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a 

poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 

live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    



Psalm                                                                                        Psalm 107 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
 3gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 
  through their sins they were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all manner of food 
  and drew near to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from their distress. R 
 20You sent forth your word and healed them 
  and rescued them from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.  
 Second Reading                                                                 Ephesians 2:1-10 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ 
Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are 

really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
 



  L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
    

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to John 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.           
                                                                             
Holy Gospel                                                                                                John 3:14-21 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture 
passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were 

healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
  L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                                             
Hymn of the Day                     “Lamb of God”                                                       ELW 336                                                            
Apostles Creed                                                                                                 pg. 127                                                                                                      

Prayers of the People 
L: Lord in your mercy 
  C: Hear our prayer  

Sharing of the Peace                                                                                                 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
 C: And also with you 
We share signs of Christ’s peace with those around us. 

Offering 
We collect the offering that supports God’s mission and ministry in and through Peace Lutheran Church. 



Offering Hymn    “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  vs 1-3, Lent 4             ELW 334  
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                 pg.190 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                               pg. 190 

Words of Institution                                                                                                                                                                         
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             pg. 191                                                                    

Communion Distribution   
***This is God’s holy table. All who desire God’s healing, forgiveness, and new life are invited to 

come forward to receive the bread and the wine (grape juice (gold color) is available).  Those 
desiring a blessing are invited to come forward with their hands folded. 

 

Communion Hymn                 “In the Singing”                                                      ELW 466 

           “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”              ELW 803                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

The Sending 

Blessing 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, 

and claimed us as children of the light, 

strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you ☩ peace. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn               “Amazing Grace”                                                                 ELW 779                     

Dismissal 
L: Marked with the cross of Christ, 

go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C:Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Worship at Peace: 
We come to worship to be with God and each other.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we 

believe God meets you here, today, and are really glad you’re here. You may not know exactly what is 
going on in the liturgy (literally, “the work of the people”, practically, “the order of worship”) your first 

couple visits, and that’s OK, you’ll catch on. We encourage kids to be present in worship. Much like 
bringing them to the dinner table, even though their manners may be far from elegant, it is how they learn 
and how they recognize they are part of the family. We all learn by experience, so consider this space your 

learning lab. 
Offering at Peace: 

You make this church go round and go out. You can support Peace by placing money in the offering plate 
or setting up Peace as a payee in your online Bill Pay,  but it is also helping out during worship, 

volunteering to help parents with kids, introducing yourself to someone new, serving in the kitchen, 
handing out bulletins, doing things you see that need to get done (mow the lawn, change a light bulb, pick 
up some trash in the parking lot, etc.), by inviting a friend or co-worker to join you in worship here, and by 

living out your faith in Christ through the everyday stuff of life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Worship Opportunities for 

EVERYONE Each Week: 

St. John’s Lutheran  
200 S. Main St, Richardton 

8:00 am   Sundays 

Peace Lutheran 
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 

9:30 am   Sundays 

6:30 pm Wednesday Nights 
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