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Transfiguration of Our Lord/Last Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

Pastor Joel Sherer 



Sunday, February 11, 2018 
Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after Epiphany 

Introduction 
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his 
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 
descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same 
words naming him God’s beloved son. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-
light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our 
hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism 
and shines in us also for others to see. 

The Gathering 
Welcome & Announcements 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who stretches out the heavens, 
who sends light to the nations, 
who gives breath to us all. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Loving God, 
we confess that we have turned from your way 
to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times 
we have spoken or acted too quickly; 
we have not spoken or acted at all; 
we have hurt those closest to us; 
we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; 
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 



God’s love never runs out. 
God never tires of calling us beloved children. 
Hear God say to you now: 
Your sins are forgiven, 

for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                  “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                                     ELW 614   
                   
Prayer of the Day                                                      
 L: The Lord be with you.  
  C: And also with you.  
We Pray: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the 

mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the 

world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Word 

First Reading                                            2 Kings 2:1-12 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. 
Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and 
the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the 
great prophet Moses. 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has 
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were 
in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 



went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I 
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 
10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, 
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 
Psalm                                                                                        Psalm 50 
1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
  God shines forth in glory. R 
 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
  to witness the judgment of the people. 
 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
  for it is God who is judge.  
 
 Second Reading                                                        2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at creation, God makes the light of 

Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 



Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

  L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
    

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 
 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.           
                                                                             
Holy Gospel                                                                                                Mark 9:2-9 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to 
Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory 

manifest in the beloved Son. 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 
with them anymore, but only Jesus. 
 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about 
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead 
 
  L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon    
                                           
Hymn of the Day                “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”                      ELW 617                                                             
Apostles Creed                                                                                                 pg. 127   

                                                                                                     

Prayers of the People 



L: Lord in your mercy 
  C: Hear our prayer  

Sharing of the Peace                                                                                                 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
 C: And also with you 
We share signs of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
  

Offering 
We collect the offering that supports God’s mission and ministry in and through Peace Lutheran Church. 

 

Offering Hymn            “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                         ELW 517  
           
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                 pg.190 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                               pg. 190 

 
Words of Institution   
                                                                                                                                                                         
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             pg. 191  

                                                                   
Communion Distribution   
***This is God’s holy table. All who desire God’s healing, forgiveness, and new life are invited to 

come forward to receive the bread and the wine (grape juice (gold color) is available).  Those 
desiring a blessing are invited to come forward with their hands folded. 

 

Communion Hymn             “Oh, Worship the King”                                             ELW 842 

       “Lead Me, Guide Me”                                               ELW 768                                                 
                                              

The Sending 

Blessing 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, 
name you beloved, 



and shine brightly on your path; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 

Sending Hymn              “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                               ELW 543                       

Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Worship at Peace: 

We come to worship to be with God and each other.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we 
believe God meets you here, today, and are really glad you’re here. You may not know exactly what is 
going on in the liturgy (literally, “the work of the people”, practically, “the order of worship”) your first 

couple visits, and that’s OK, you’ll catch on. We encourage kids to be present in worship. Much like 
bringing them to the dinner table, even though their manners may be far from elegant, it is how they learn 
and how they recognize they are part of the family. We all learn by experience, so consider this space your 

learning lab. 
Offering at Peace: 

You make this church go round and go out. You can support Peace by placing money in the offering plate 
or setting up Peace as a payee in your online Bill Pay,  but it is also helping out during worship, 

volunteering to help parents with kids, introducing yourself to someone new, serving in the kitchen, 
handing out bulletins, doing things you see that need to get done (mow the lawn, change a light bulb, pick 
up some trash in the parking lot, etc.), by inviting a friend or co-worker to join you in worship here, and by 

living out your faith in Christ through the everyday stuff of life. 
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 Worship Opportunities for 

EVERYONE Each Week: 

St. John’s Lutheran  
200 S. Main St, Richardton 

8:00 am   Sundays 

Peace Lutheran 
1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 

9:30 am   Sundays 

6:30 pm Wednesday Nights 


