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Sunday, December 17, 2017 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Introduction 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from First Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 

make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s 
children got a robe,” go the words of the spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, 

pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes that make us feel happy just to put 
on. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s 

party. 

The Gathering 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  vs. 5-6                                                           ELW 257 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace. 
Amen. 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord 
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

God of all time, 
we confess that we have not prepared 
for your merciful reign among us. 
We ignore our neighbors in need 
and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 
In your mercy forgive us. 
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 
and to seek the things that will endure 
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 

In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven 
and all things are made new. 
Rejoice in this good news! 



Amen. 

Greeting & Kyrie                                                                                              pg. 184 
Gathering Hymn        “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                   ELW 242           
Prayer of the Day                                                      
 L: The Lord be with you.  
  C: And also with you.  
We Pray: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The Word 
First Reading               Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and 
oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit 

of the Lord, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn. 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to 
the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the 
LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion—to give them a garland instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead 
of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, 
to display his glory. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former 
devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many 
generations. 
 8For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known 
among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the 
LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a 



garland, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what is 

sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD 
will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.  

      L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm                                                                                        Psalm 126 
1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes 
of Zion, then were we like | those who 
dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with | shouts 
of joy. Then they said among the 
nations, “The LORD has done great | 
things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great | things for 

us, and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the 
Negeb.  
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | 
ing the seed,will come again with joy, 
shoulder- | ing their sheaves

Second Reading                                                    1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, 

and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of 
evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

  L: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.    
 

Please stand to welcome the Gospel 

Gospel Acclamation     “Wait for the Lord”                                                             ELW 262 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 
 



L: The Holy Gospel according to John 
  C: Glory to you, O Lord.                                                                                       
Holy Gospel                                                                                          John 1:6-8, 19-28  

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to 
Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, 
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
L: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                                                 
Hymn of the Day                 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                 ELW 712                             
Nicene Creed                                                                                                    pg. 126                                                                                                         

Prayers of the People 
L: Lord in your mercy 
  C: Hear our prayer  
 

Sharing of the Peace                                                                                                 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
 C: And Also with you 
We share signs of Christ’s peace with those around us. 
  



Offering 
We collect the offering that supports God’s mission and ministry in and through Peace Lutheran Church. 

Offering Hymn                        “Be Thou My Vision”                                             ELW 793 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                 pg.190 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                               pg. 190 
Words of Institution                                                                                                                                                                           
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             pg. 191  

                                                                   
Communion Distribution   
***This is God’s holy table. All who desire God’s healing, forgiveness, and new life are invited to 

come forward to receive the bread and the wine (grape juice (gold color) is available).  Those 
desiring a blessing are invited to come forward with their hands folded. 

Communion Hymn         “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                                     ELW 250    
            “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”                          ELW 251   
 
Announcements                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

The Sending 
Blessing 
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you 
and scatter the darkness from before your path. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn                  “Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling”                              ELW 631 

Dismissal 
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship at Peace: 
We come to worship to be with God and each other.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, we 

believe God meets you here, today, and are really glad you’re here. You may not know exactly what is 
going on in the liturgy (literally, “the work of the people”, practically, “the order of worship”) your first 

couple visits, and that’s OK, you’ll catch on. We encourage kids to be present in worship. Much like 
bringing them to the dinner table, even though their manners may be far from elegant, it is how they learn 
and how they recognize they are part of the family. We all learn by experience, so consider this space your 

learning lab. 
Offering at Peace: 

You make this church go round and go out. You can support Peace by placing money in the offering plate 
or setting up Peace as a payee in your online Bill Pay,  but it is also helping out during worship, 

volunteering to help parents with kids, introducing yourself to someone new, serving in the kitchen, 
handing out bulletins, doing things you see that need to get done (mow the lawn, change a light bulb, pick 
up some trash in the parking lot, etc.), by inviting a friend or co-worker to join you in worship here, and by 

living out your faith in Christ through the everyday stuff of life. 
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 Worship Opportunities for 

EVERYONE Each Week: 

St. John’s Lutheran  

200 S. Main St, Richardton 

8:00 am   Sundays 

Peace Lutheran 

1550 21st St. W, Dickinson 

9:30 am   Sundays 

6:30 pm Wednesday Nights 

St. John’s Episcopal 

822 5th Ave W, Dickinson 

11:00 am Sundays 

 


